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Israeli Foreign Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman, left, 
shakes hands with his Russian 
counterpart Sergey Lavrov 
prior to their meeting in 
Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 29, 
2010. Lavrov is on an official 
visit to the region. Lavrov says 
Moscow is waiting for a U.S. 
explanation on the arrests of 
alleged Russian spies. 

Read more on Page A9 



FIFA President Sepp Blatter 
waits for the kick-off of the 
World Cup round of 16 soccer 
match between Paraguay and 
Japan at the Loftus Versfeld 
Stadium in Pretoria, South 
Africa, Tuesday, June 29, 
2010. 

Read more on Page 15 
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Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday,June 29,2010, 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on her nomination. 

Associated Press 


Kagan tiptoes through 
political mine field 



In this Oct. 26,1999 file photo, 
Oleg Gordievsky, a former 
deputy head of the KGB in 
London, prepares to testify 
before a House Armed Services 
Subcommittee in Washington. 
Gordievsky, who defected 
in 1985, told the Associated 
Press in an interview Tuesday, 
June 29, 2010 that Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev 
would know the number of 
illegal operatives spying in a 
target country and that Russia 
probably has about 50 deep- 
cover couples, and maybe even 
up to 60 of them, spying inside 
the United States. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Supreme Court nominee Elena 
Kagan maneuvered carefully 
through tough Republican 
questioning on military 
recruitment at Harvard Law 
School, gun owners’ rights 
and free speech Tuesday, 
giving little ground to critics 
and drawing strong praise 
from Senate Democrats who 
command the votes to confirm 
her. 

Minority Republicans were 
intent Tuesday on portraying 
Elena Kagan as too liberal and 
inexperienced — having never 
been a judge — to serve on the 
United States highest court, 
an ideologically divided nine- 
member panel that interprets 
America’s Constitution, it’s 
founding legal document. 

Still,PresidentBarackObama’s 
nominee soldiered through 
her second day of testimony at 
Congress apparently in good 
shape to win Senate approval 
— barring a major gaffe — in 
time to take her seat before 


the court opens a new term in 
October. If confirmed, Kagan, 
50, would succeed retiring 
liberal Justice John Paul 
Stevens. 

In a long day of questioning 
at a hearing that stretched 
into the evening, Kagan came 
under fire from Sen. Jeff 
Sessions, the top Republican 
on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, for her decision 
as dean of Harvard Law to bar 
recruiters from the school’s 
career services office over 
the Pentagon’s policy against 
openly gay soldiers. He said 
that amounted to “punishing” 
the military services, treating 
them in a “second-class 
way” and creating a hostile 
environment for the military 
on campus. 

Under questioning by 
Sessions, Kagan said she was 
trying to balance Harvard’s 
nondiscrimination policy, 
which she believed “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” violated, with 


a federal law that required 
schools to give military 
recruiters equal access as a 
condition of eligibility for 
federal funds. She said she 
welcomed the military, and 
believedherpolicyofrequiring 
recruiters to work through a 
student veterans group — first 
set by a predecessor — was a 
valid compromise. 

Sessions declared himself “a 
little taken aback by the tone 
of your remarks because it is 
unconnected to reality.” 
Kagan responded that, “I 
respect and indeed I revere 
the military.” 

Continued on Page 4 


Russia rips spy 
ring bust as 
arrests rise to 11 

MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS 
TOM HAYS 

Associated Press Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — A 
shadowy money man for 
a Russian spy ring whose 
members were assigned a 
decade or more ago to infiltrate 
American society was 
captured overseas, authorities 
said Tuesday, becoming the 
last of 11 arrested over three 
days in one of the largest such 
busts in recent years. 

Continued on Page 5 
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House refects extension of unemployment benefits 



In this June 23, 2010 file 
photo, Dana Bennett who has 
been unemployed since Oct. 
of 2009 is seen during a rally 
organized by the Philadelphia 
Unemployment Project, in 
Philadelphia. Americans, 
worried about jobs and the 
sluggish economic recovery, are 
having a relapse in confidence, 
causing a widely watched index 
to tumble in June and raising 
concerns about consumer 
spending in the critical months 
ahead. 

By STEPHEN 
OHLEMACHER 


Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON - With 
Republicans citing concerns 
about the growing national 
debt, the House rejected 
a bill Tuesday to extend 
unemployment benefits for 
people who have been out of 
work for long stretches. 

The House, however, is 
expected to vote on the bill 
again as early as Wednesday. 
And Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid filed a motion 
Tuesday evening to force a 
vote by Thursday to extend 
the benefits. 

Without an extension, 
payments would continue 
to phase out for more than 
200,000 people a week. The 
last extension expired at the 
end of May. House Democrats 
said more than 1 million people 
have already lost benefits. 
Congressional Democrats 
have been trying for weeks 
to pass the extension as part 
of a larger tax and spending 
package, but the larger bill 
stalled in the Senate. On 


Tuesday, House Democrats 
brought up a standalone bill 
on unemployment benefits. 
Democrats brought up the 
bill under a special procedure 
in which no amendments 
were allowed and debate was 
limited. Under the procedure, 
the bill needed a two-thirds 
majority to pass. The vote was 
261-155, short of the two- 
thirds needed. 

House Democrats now plan to 
bring up the bill again under 
regular business, in which 
the bill would need only a 
simple majority to pass, said 
Rep. Sander Levin, D-Mich., 
chairman of the House Ways 
and Means Committee. 

Levin said he expects the 
House to vote on the bill again 
Wednesday. In Tuesday’s vote, 
nearly all Democrats voted in 
favor of the bill, while most 
Republicans opposed it. 
“America’s unemployed 
workers cannot wait any longer 
for us to do the right thing,” 
said Rep. Jim McDermott, D- 
Wash., chairman of the House 


Ways andMeans subcommittee 
on income security. 

The measure would provide up 
to 99 weekly unemployment 
checks averaging $335 to 
people whose 26 weeks of 
state-paid benefits have run 
out. The benefits would have 
been available through the 
end of November, at a cost 
of $33.9 billion. There were 
no offsets in the bill, so the 
cost would have added to the 
budget deficit. 

“The American people know 
it isn’t right to simply add the 
cost of this spending to our 
already overdrawn national 
credit card,” said Rep. Dave 
Camp of Michigan, the top 
Republican on the Ways and 
Means Committee. “They 
want to help those in need but 
also know that someone has to 
pay when government spends 
money.” 

Republicans accused 

Democrats of playing politics 
with the measure, since they 
could have brought up the 
bill Tuesday in regular order 


and passed it with a simple 
majority. 

In the Senate, Democratic 
leaders were working Tuesday 
evening to build support for 
a bill that would extend the 
unemployment benefits and 
give homebuyers an extra 
three months to complete their 
purchases and qualify for a 
generous tax break. 

Under current law, 
homebuyers who signed 
purchase agreements by 
April 30 must close on their 
new homes by Wednesday 
to qualify for credits of up to 
$8,000. Democrats hope to 
pick up Republican support 
for the bill by combining the 
two provisions. 

With his motion, Reid, D- 
Nev., sought to end debate 
and get a vote on the bill 
— if Democrats can round 
up 60 votes to overcome 
a filibuster. Sen. Olympia 
Snowe, R-Maine, has said she 
would support a standalone 
bill to extend unemployment 
benefits. □ 
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APNewsBreak: Courts need $40M for border plan 


AMANDA LEE MYERS 
Associated Press Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — President 
Barack Obama’s $600 million 
border security plan seems to 
have it all: More than 1,000 
agents, seven gunrunner 
teams, five FBI task forces 
and more prosecutors and 
immigration judges. 

But it doesn’t include $40 
million to help the already 
overwhelmed federal courts 
along the U.S.-Mexico 
border that will likely be 
inundated with additional 
drug and other criminal 
cases, a judiciary official 
tells The Associated Press. 
Increased patrols will mean 
more arrests and more 
cases sent to the five district 
courts on the border, from 
California to Texas. The 
courts handle cases including 
drug trafficking and illegal 
immigrants charged with 
other serious crimes. 

“The current workload in our 
Southwest border courts is 
staggering,” said James Duff, 
director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States 
Courts. Duff said the 
judiciary asked Congress for 
the $40 million on June 22 
after realizing it wasn’t sent 
with Obama’s plan. He said 
judiciary requests are usually 
included with the president’s 
budget proposals, but wasn’t 
in this case. 

White House spokesman 
Luis Miranda said the 
request wasn’t submitted 
with the president’s because 
it’s a separate branch of 
government. 

Obama’s plan does include 
more money for immigration 
judges, which operate in 
the executive branch. But 
those judges deal almost 
exclusively with civil 
deportation matters, not 
criminal cases, like the 
district courts. 

The chief judge for the 
District of Arizona in 
Tucson, located in what’s 
become the busiest corridor 
for illegal immigration and 
drug smuggling, said he fears 
that increased patrols will 
bring even more cases to his 
already swamped court. 

“If you have more agents in 


the field, they’re going to 
make more apprehensions. 
... Being here on the ground 
in the middle of everything 
happening, we would have 
to have more resources if 
they’re going to bring us 
more cases,” Judge John Roll 
told The AP. 

Last fiscal year, which ended 
Sept. 30, nearly 2,700 of the 
district’s more than 5,200 
criminal cases involved 
immigration, Roll wrote 
in a letter this month to a 
handful of lawmakers on 
appropriations committees. 
He said judges work long 
hours and take cases home 
on weekends and while they 
travel. 

Judges in the five border 
courts handle hundreds 
more cases than most of 
their counterparts in the rest 
of the country. The system 
became so overrun with pot 
busts, for example, that until 
recently federal prosecutors 
in Arizona generally declined 
to press charges against 
marijuana smugglers caught 
with less than 500 pounds. 
The increase in immigration 
cases since 2005 can be 
attributed to increased law 
enforcement and a Border 
Patrol initiative to arrest and 
prosecute illegal immigrants 
in federal courts on charges 
of illegal entry, rather than 
send them to an immigration 
judge for civil deportation 
proceedings. 

In Arizona, nearly 23,000 
people were charged with 
immigration offenses in fiscal 
year 2009, almost triple the 
7,700 people charged with 
such offenses in fiscal year 
2005, according to Duff’s 
office. 

Immigration offenses more 
than doubled in that time in 
New Mexico and the southern 
district of California, and 
nearly doubled in the western 
district of Texas. Such cases 
grew by 70 percent in the 
southern district of Texas, 
which saw the most total 
cases at 26,700. 

Combined,theborderdistricts 
handled nearly 75 percent of 
criminal immigration cases 
in the nation’s 94 districts in 
fiscal year 2009 and almost 



In this June 19, 2008 file photo, U.S. Border Patrol agent Santos Flores walks in front of the old 
border fence, back left, where it meets a five mile section of new border fence at the border in 
Nogales, Ariz. President Barack Obama’s plan to hire 1,000 more Border Patrol agents and other 
immigration officers could end up flooding the U.S.-Mexico border’s already overwhelmed federal 
courts, a judiciary official said Friday, June 25, 2010. 

Associated Press 


40 percent of all the nation’s 
federal criminal case filings, 
Duff said. Duff said his office 
was not trying to get the 
$40 million to “feather our 
own nests. We’re doing this 
basically out of desperation 
for our courts.” 

“It’s going to overwhelm 
the system,” Duff said. “It 
undermines the effectiveness 
of law enforcement if the 
system can’t handle all the 
cases. The system can’t work 
without additional resources 
being given to the judicial 
branch, as well.” 

He said the $40 million 
would go toward a new 
judge in each border district, 
attorneys for indigent 
defendants, court security 
officers and other staff. 
David Leopold, a Cleveland 
immigration lawyer and 
the incoming president of 
the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, said 
he’s worried that justice will 
be compromised in federal 
courts unable to keep up 
with the caseload. 

“If you get a lot more 
defendants than you have 
lawyers to represent them, 
you get into situations where 
people feel pressured to 
plead out their cases without 
adequate investigation,” he 
said. “You’re overloading 
the system and it has to break 
somewhere. ”□ 
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KAGAN 

Continued from Front Page 
She also faced sharp 
questioning from Republican 
Sen. Charles Grassley on 
the role of international law 
in U.S. courts, which some 
conservatives oppose. The 
Supreme Court has previously 
cited foreign law in deciding 
cases, such as when it struck 
down the U.S. execution of 
juvenile murder defendants as 
unconstitutional. 

Kagan said foreign law could 
be useful “for getting good 
ideas” when interpreting the 
Constitution but that justices 
should not feel bound by it 
because the Constitution is a 
unique document. 

Kagan, as Obama’s solicitor 
general, represents the 
administration in cases before 
the Supreme Court. 

Kagan was frequently quick 
with humor and at ease in the 
give and take with committee 
members. She maneuvered 
through a thicket of challenges 
without giving offense — or 
disclosing much about her 
views that could threaten her 
confirmation. 

“Your stock really went up 
with me,” said Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, a South Carolina 
Republican, after Kagan 
praised one of the judicial 
appointments of President 
George W. Bush who was 
blocked by Democrats. She 
said Miguel Estrada was 
qualified both for the appeals 
court job to which he was 
nominated in 2001. Several 
committee Democrats who 
had refused to confirm him 
sat silent. 

She also spoke favorably of 



Senate Judiciary Committee members, from left, the committee’s ranking Republican, Sen. Jeff 
Sessions, R-Ala., committee Chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., Sen. Herb Kohl, D-Wis., and Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., listen to testimony on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, June 29,2010, 
during the committee’s confirmation hearing for Supreme Court nominee Elena Kagan. 

Associated Press 


televising Supreme Court 
proceedings. “It would be a 
great thing for the court, and it 
would be a great thing for the 
American people,” she said. 
She also said the 
constitutionality of the death 
penalty was settled precedent, 
that recent rulings upholding 
gun rights are a “binding 
precedent” for future cases, 
and said Supreme Court 
opinions require that in any 
attempt to restrict access to 
abortion, “the woman’s life 
and the woman’s health must 
be protected.” 

The 50-year-old Kagan would 
be Obama’s second selection 
for a life term on the top court. 
Last summer Sonia Sotomayor 
became the first Hispanic U.S. 


Supreme Court justice. 

While Republicans repeatedly 
probed Kagan’s view on 
the role of the high court in 
interpreting the Constitution 
in present-day circumstances, 
Democrats said sought and 
failed to win comment from 
her about what they viewed 
as conservative judicial 
activism. 

Several of the majority party 
complained that Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts, nominated by former 
President George W. Bush, had 
pushed an ultraconservative 
interpretation of America’s 
founding law. 

The court is one of three 
branches of the U.S. 
government, designed in the 


Constitution with separate but 
equal powers. 

The court was established to 
decide on the constitutionality 
of laws and the way they have 


on the court, was unlikely 
to change its ideological 
makeup, since she would 
replace the liberal Stevens. 
But she would add relative 
youth to the liberal wing of 
the court, which became more 
conservative under Bush. 

_ Associated Press Writer 

Steven R. Hurst contributed 
to this report. □ 


been interpreted by judges 
in lower courts. That gives 
it huge power in deciding 
whether laws enacted by 
Congress and their application 
by the president’s executive 
branch are constitutional. 
Kagan spoke of her immigrant 
grandparents — her family 
has roots in Ukraine and 
Poland — and noted that her 
mother spoke no English until 
she started school. She billed 
herself as a consensus-builder 
for the ideologically polarized 
court and said she would 
emulate Justice Stevens by 
“listening to each party with 
a mind as open as his ... to 
render impartial justice.” 
Kagan, who would be only the 
fourth woman to ever serve 
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U.S. accepts international 
assistance for Gulf spill 

By TOM BREEN 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW ORLEANS - The United States is accepting help from 
12 countries and international organizations in dealing with the 
massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the State Department 
said Tuesday. 

The State Department said in a news release that the U.S. is 
working out the particulars of the help that’s been accepted. 
More than 30 countries and international organizations have 
offered to help with the spill. The U.S. hasn’t made a final 
decision on most of the offers. 

The United States rarely faces a disaster of such magnitude 
that it requires international aid, but the government did accept 
assistance after Hurricane Katrina. 

Most of the countries and groups have offered skimmers, 
boom or dispersant chemicals, according to a chart on the State 
Department’s website. 

“To be clear, the acceptance of international assistance we 
announced today did not mean to imply that international help 
was arriving only now,” said State Department spokesman P.J. 
Crowley. “In fact, before today, there were 24 foreign vessels 
operating in the region and nine countries had provided boom, 
skimmers and other assistance.” 

He said as early as May 11, boom arrived from Mexico, Norway 
and Brazil. 

The chart indicated offers have been accepted from six countries 
— Canada, Mexico, Croatia, Holland, Norway and Japan. 
Offers also were accepted from two groups — the International 
Maritime Organization and the Monitoring and Information 
Center, which is operated by the European Commission. 

The two organizations are offering technical assistance. Mexico, 
Norway, Holland and Japan are providing skimmers; Canada is 
providing containment boom; and Croatia is pitching in with 
technical advice. □ 

















SPYRING 

Continued from Front Page 
Russian officials angrily 
denounced the arrests as “Cold 
War-era spy stories,” but 
officials there and at the White 
House insisted they would do 
little or nothing to tear recently 
mending relations between the 
two nations. 

The FBI moved on the bust 
because one of the suspects 
was scheduled to leave the 
country, the Justice Department 
said. It did not identify which 
suspect. 

The 11th suspect, using the 
name Christopher Metsos and 
purporting to be a Canadian 
citizen, was arrested at the 
Larnaca airport in Cyprus 
while trying to fly to Budapest, 
Hungary, police in the 
Mediterranean island nation 
said. He was later released on 
bail. 

Metsos, 54, was among those 
named in complaints unsealed 
Monday in federal court in 
Manhattan. Authorities in 
Cyprus said he will remain 
there for one month until 
extradition proceedings begin. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Michael Farbiarz on Monday 
called the allegations against 
the other 10 people, living in 
the Northeast, “the tip of the 
iceberg” of a conspiracy of 
Russia’s intelligence service, 
the SVR, to collect inside U.S. 
information. 

Each of the 10 was charged 
with conspiracy to act as an 
agent of a foreign government 
without notifying the U.S. 
attorney general, which 
carries a maximum penalty 
of five years in prison upon 
conviction. Two criminal 


complaints outlining the 
charges were filed in U.S. 
District Court in New York. 
Most of the suspects were 
accused of using fake names 
and claims of U.S. citizenship 
while really being Russian. It 
was unclear how and where 
they were recruited, but court 
papers say the operation goes 
back as far as the 1990s. 
Russia’s foreign ministry 
acknowledged Tuesday 

that those arrested included 
Russian citizens but insisted 
they did nothing to hurt U.S. 
interests. 

The ministry still angrily 
denounced the arrests as 
an unjustified throwback 
to the Cold War, and senior 
lawmakers said some in the 
U.S. government may be 
trying to undercut President 
Barack Obama’s warming 
relations with Moscow. 

“These actions are unfounded 
and pursue unseemly goals,” 
the Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement earlier Tuesday. 
“We don’t understand the 
reasons which prompted the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
to make a public statement in 
the spirit of Cold War-era spy 
stories.” 

The timing of the arrests was 
notable, given the efforts by 
Presidents Barack Obama and 
Dmitry Medvedev to reset 
U.S.-Russia relations. The two 
leaders met last week at the 
White House after Medvedev 
visited high-tech firms in 
California’s Silicon Valley, 
and both attended the G-8 
and G-20 meetings over the 
weekend in Canada. 

A member of the Russian 
Parliament had suggested 


If you're thinking # # 

of painting 

your home or your business 



Call us at -w- 

588-4436 of 594-3003 XIJX 

For information write to „„„ 

r.geerman@idi-nv.com 

We are FAST & RELIABLE, 

Delivering an EXCELLENT FINISHED PRODUCT! 


that elements of the U.S. 
government opposed to the 
recent thaw in relations were 
responsible for the timing of the 
arrests. But Justice spokesman 
Dean Boyd noted several 
critical law enforcement and 
operational reasons for the 
timing of the arrests, including 
one suspect’s plans to leave 
the country. 

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
mentioned the arrests during 
a meeting at his home with 
former President Bill Clinton, 
who was in Moscow to speak 
at a conference. 

“I understand that back home 
police are putting people in 
prison,” Putin said. “That’s 
their job. I’m counting on the 
fact that the positive trend seen 
in the relationship will not be 
harmed by these events.” 
White House spokesman 
Robert Gibbs sounded a 
similar note, saying relations 
wouldn’t take a hit. Obama, 
who wouldn’t comment earlier 
when questioned by reporters, 
was “fully and appropriately” 
informed, Gibbs said. 

Phil Gordon, the State 
Department’s top Russia 
policy official, told reporters 
the scandal should be seen in 
the context of a U.S.-Russia 
relationship in which the two 
sides cooperate on some issues 
and disagree on others. 
Intelligence on Obama’s 
foreign policy, particularly 
toward Russia, appears to 
have been a top priority for the 
Russian agents, prosecutors 
said. Obama was askedTuesday 
about the arrests as he spoke to 
reporters in Washington about 
the economy, but he declined 
to answer. 
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In a Thursday, June 24, 2010 photo, President Barack Obama 
and Russian President Dmitry Medvedev walk through Lafayette 
Park in Washington. The FBI announced Monday the arrests of 
10 alleged deep-cover Russian agents after tracking the suspects 
for years. The Russian Foreign Ministry said Tuesday, June 29, 
2010 it was regrettable that the arrests came amid Obama’s push 
for a “reset” in Russian-U.S. ties. 


The 38-year-old son of one 
of the arrested couples, Vicky 
Pelaez and Juan Lazaro, said 
Tuesday outside their home in 
Yonkers that he didn’t believe 
the allegations. 

“This looks like an Alfred 
Hitchcock movie with all this 
stuff from the 1960s. This 
is preposterous,” Waldomar 
Mariscal said. Of the charges, 
he said, “They’re all inflated 
little pieces in the mosaic of 
unbelievable things.” 

The FBI said it had intercepted 
a message from SVR’s 
headquarters, Moscow Center, 
to two of the 10 defendants 
describing their main mission 
as “to search and develop ties 
in policymaking circles in 
US.” Intercepted messages 
showed they were asked to 
learn about a wide range of 
topics, including nuclear 
weapons, U.S. arms control 
positions, Iran, White House 


Associated Press 
rumors, CIA leadership 
turnover, the last presidential 
election, Congress and the 
political parties, prosecutors 
said. 

The court papers allege some 
of the ring’s members lived 
as husband and wife; used 
invisible ink, coded radio 
transmissions and encrypted 
data; and employed Hollywood 
methods like swapping bags in 
passing at a train station. 

The courtpapers also described 
a new high-tech spy-to-spy 
communications system used 
by the defendants: short-range 
wireless communications 
between laptop computers 
— a modem supplement for 
the old-style dead drop in a 
remote area, high-speed burst 
radio transmission or the 
hollowed-out nickels used by 
captured Soviet Col. Rudolf 
Abel in the 1950s to conceal 
and deliver microfilm.□ 
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Kenyan prime minister has fluids drained from head 



Kenyan Prime Minister, Raila Odinga speaks to journalists after a bomb explosion in Nairobi, Kenya, 
Sunday, June 13, 2010. An explosion ripped through a park in Nairobi’s capital during a packed 
political rally late Sunday, killing at least three people and wounding dozens more, officials said. 
The rally was held to protest a draft constitution the country will vote on in August. The country’s 
president and prime minister support it, but several prominent political leaders do not. 

Associated Press 

TOM ODULA underwent a procedure to was in stable condition. 

Associated Press Writer relieve pressure building Prime Minister Raila 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) on the outside of his brain, Odinga, 65, will remain 
Kenya’s prime minister and doctors said Tuesday he in the hospital the next 


five days, said Dr. Oluoch 
Olunya, a neurosurgeon. 

“I would like to assure the 
country that he is actually 
well. The headache that he 
had yesterday has all been 
cleared,” said Olunya. 
Odinga was admitted to 
the hospital late Monday 
after feeling exhausted. 
Officials earlier Tuesday 
had said the prime minister 
was suffering from fatigue. 
A statement from the 
Nairobi Hospital called the 
procedure doctors carried 
out late Monday to relieve 
the pressure “minor.” 
Odinga became prime 
minister when he signed 
a power-sharing deal with 
President Mwai Kibaki 
to end violence following 
Kenya’s disputed December 
2007 presidential election. 
More than 1,000 people 
were killed in the post¬ 
election fighting. 

Odinga’s doctors did not 
answer questions from 
reporters and did not 


specify the exact condition 
Odinga was suffering from. 
His doctor said the pressure 
may have been caused by 
Odinga banging his head in 
a vehicles three weeks ago. 
One possibility is 
hydrocephalus, a condition 
where excessive fluid 
builds up on the brain. If 
left untreated, symptoms 
of the condition include 
cognitive problems 

and difficulty walking, 
according to the website 
of the Hydrocephalus 
Association. 

Connie Sigei, Odinga’s 
sister-in-law, who visited 
him in the hospital, said the 
prime minister was in good 
condition. 

“I brought him boiled maize 
and he ate it all, drank water 
and asked for more,” she 
said with a smile on her face 
as she left the hospital. 

The last time Odinga was 
hospitalized was in 2008 
when he underwent an eye 
operation in Germany. □ 
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U.S. envoy hopes for improved ties with Venezuela 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— The U.S. ambassador to 
Venezuela said Tuesday that 
even though relations with 
President Hugo Chavez’s 
government have been 
complicated, ties could 
improve with the arrival of 
a new American diplomat in 
Caracas. 

Ambassador Patrick Duddy 
said that since the start of 
President Barack Obama’s 
government, “we’ve been 
quite clear in our intent to 
look for a way to improve the 
relationship, but it has been 
quite difficult.” 

Nevertheless, relations could 
take on “a new look” with 
the arrival of a new American 
ambassador, Duddy said in 
remarks broadcast by the 
Venezuelan radio station 
Union Radio. 

The White House on Monday 
announced that Obama is 
nominating career diplomat 
Larry Palmer to succeed 
Duddy as ambassador. 


Palmer is president and 
CEO of the Inter-American 
Foundation, an independent 
U.S. government agency that 
supports non-governmental 
and community organizations 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. He previously was 
U.S. ambassador in Honduras 
and charge d’affaires in 
Ecuador. 

The appointment must be 
confirmed by the Senate. 
Chavez has had a rocky 
relationship with the United 
States for much of his 
presidency, and in 2008 
expelled Duddy for a time 
saying it was in solidarity with 
Bolivia after it ordered out the 
U.S. ambassador and accused 
him of helping the opposition 
incite violence. 

The administration of then- 
President George W. Bush 
denied the accusation and 
reacted by expelling the 
envoys of Venezuela and 
Bolivia. 

Tensions have remained 



Venezuela’s President HugoChavez listens to Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad, unseen, as he delivers 
a speech during a welcoming ceremony at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Saturday, June 
26, 2010. Bashar al-Assad is in Venezuela for a two-day official visit. 

Associated Press 

despite a cordial first encounter officials have raised concerns while Chavez often accuses 
between Chavez and Obama that Chavez is becoming the United States of meddling 
at a summit last year. U.S. increasingly authoritarian, in Latin America’s affairs.□ 
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Masked protesters clash with Greek police 



Riot police detain a protester during a demonstration in central Athens Tuesday June 29,2010. Some 
16,000 people took part in two separate demonstrations, the second of which turned violent as stone¬ 
throwing youths fought with riot police. Public services shut down across Greece Tuesday as workers 
walked off the job in a new nationwide general strike that disrupted public transport, left hospitals 
operating on emergency staff and pulled all news broadcasts off the air. 
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€110 billion ($136 billion) 


ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press Writer 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Dozens of masked youths 
clashed with police at a 
union protest Tuesday in 
Athens during the country’s 
fifth general strike this year 
against the cash-strapped 
government’s planned 
pension and labor reforms. 
Riot police fired tear gas and 
stun grenades to disperse 
troublemakers who threw 
chunks of marble smashed 
off metro station entrances 
and set rubbish bins on fire. 
Running clashes continued 
along a major avenue — 
lined with shuttered shops 
and banks — as rioters 
armed with wooden clubs 
made repeated sallies 
against police. 

Seven policemen were 
injured in the clashes, and 
13 demonstrators were 
detained, six of whom 
were arrested, police 
said. Riot police chased 
demonstrators into a main 
subway station, and an AP 
photographer saw police 
detain one young man in a 
subway car, spraying him 
with pepper spray. 
Demonstrators smashed 
bus stops and phone 
booths, and broke windows 
at three shops and two 
bank branches. The 
demonstration ended after 
a few hours, and rioters 
melted away toward the 
central Exarcheia district 
— a traditional anarchist 
hangout. 

However, Tuesday’s clashes 
were far more muted than 
the riots that erupted during 
a previous general strike 


on May 5, when three 
people died after becoming 
trapped in a bank torched 
by rioters. 

The violence came as some 
10,000 people took part in a 
demonstration organized by 
the country’s two main labor 
unions and fringe left-wing 
groups. An earlier separate 
march by some 6,000 
members of the Communist 
Party-backed PAME union 
ended peacefully. 

An estimated 7,000 
people took part in two 
separate, peaceful protests 
in the northern city of 
Thessaloniki. 

Tuesday’s strike shut down 
public services, disrupted 
transport, left hospitals 
operating on emergency 
staff and pulled all news 
broadcasts off the air. The 
country’s airports, however, 
remained open, and 
international flights were 
operating normally although 


nearly 100 domestic flights 
were canceled. 

Unions fiercely oppose 
draft legislation submitted 
to parliament last week that 
would increase retirement 
ages and make it cheaper for 
companies to fire workers. 
The measures — which 
include raising women’s 
retirement age to 65 to 
match those of men and 
require 40 years of social 
security contributions for a 
full pension — are aimed 
at fixing the country’s debt 
crisis, which has shaken the 
entire euro zone. 

“They’ve declared war on 
you, fight back!” PAME 
demonstrators chanted as 
they walked down a major 
avenue in the center of the 
capital. 

Greece is caught in a major 
debt and deficit crisis; it 
avoided bankruptcy last 
month only after receiving 
the first installment of a 


emergency loan package 
from the European Union 
and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

In return, Athens passed 
painful austerity measures, 
cutting pensions and salaries 
and raising consumer taxes, 
and is now pushing through 
labor and social security 
reforms. A parliamentary 
committee started 

discussing the proposed 
reforms late Tuesday, in 
a debate expected to last 
more than a week. Despite 
opposition from several 
of its own lawmakers, the 
center-left government — 
which holds a seven-seat 
majority in the 300-member 
house — is expected to win 
the final vote. 

Tension mounted once more 
in the country’s main port 
of Piraeus early Tuesday 
morning, where hundreds 
of PAME demonstrators 


attempted to prevent 
tourists and locals from 
boarding ferries to Aegean 
islands, even though a court 
had declared seamen’s 
participation in the strike 
illegal. 

“They want to put us in a 
straitjacket so we work 
for free all our lives so 
that some can have their 
wealth and get very rich at 
our expense,” said Sotiris 
Poulikogiannis, a protester 
in Piraeus. “We don’t accept 
this. Day by day we’ll grow 
stronger and more aware 
of how to overturn this 
situation.” 

The Civil Protection 
Ministry said all ships 
scheduled to leave in the 
morning did set sail, with 
about 350 passengers. 
However, about 50-100 
people didn’t manage 
to board their ferries as 
strikers prevented them 
from entering the port. 
Authorities said their 
tickets would also be valid 
Wednesday. 

Another four ships that were 
to sail for Crete and the 
Cycladic islands in the early 
afternoon had informed 
passengers that they would 
depart at midnight, the 
ministry said. 

A similar strike by two 
seamen’s unions last week 
— which was also declared 
illegal — left thousands 
of travelers stranded in 
Piraeus for a day. Shipping 
companies and officials 
in Greece’s vital tourism 
industry strongly criticized 
the government for not 
taking action to stop the 
strikers. □ 
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Israeli foreign minister: No 
Palestinian state by 2012 



Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman, left, talks as his 
Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov looks on at a press conference 
following their meeting in Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 29, 2010. 
Lavrov is on an official visit to the region. 

Associated Press 


AMY TEIBEL, 

Associated Press Writer 

JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Israel’s hard-line foreign 
minister said Tuesday that 
there was “no chance” a 
Palestinian state would be 
established by 2012 — a 
message that threatened 
to cloud the latest visit by 
President Barack Obama’s 
Mideast envoy. 

The comments by Foreign 
MinisterAvigdor Lieberman 
drew swift Palestinian 
condemnations and could 
put Israel at odds with the 
international community, 
which has set a 2012 target 
for brokering a peace deal 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“As an optimist, I see no 
chance that a Palestinian 
state will be established 
by 2012,” Lieberman said 
at a news conference with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov. “We can 
express interest, we can 
dream, but in reality, we 
are still far from reaching 
understandings and 

agreements on establishing 


an independent state by 
2012 .” 

Russia, along with the 
U.S., European Union 
and United Nations, 
make up the “Quartet” of 
Mideast negotiators — an 
international group that has 
spent nearly a decade trying 
to forge a peace agreement. 
White House envoy George 
Mitchell was set to arrive 
in Israel later Tuesday to 
mediate a fifth round of 
indirect talks between the 
sides. Mitchell is trying 
to prod Israel and the 
Palestinians into direct 

negotiations. 

It wasn’t clear whether 
Lieberman was expressing 
his own opinion or 

government policy. A 
spokesman for Prime 

Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu refused to 

comment. 

Lieberman is a contentious 
figure because of his support 
for redrawing Israel’s 
borders to push areas with 
heavy concentrations of 
Arabs out of Israel and into 
Palestinian jurisdiction. He 


also launched a failed effort 
in parliament to force Israeli 
Arabs to take a loyalty oath 
or lose their citizenship. 

A spokesman for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ 
West Bank government 
accused Lieberman of 
defying international efforts 
to wrap up a deal. 
“Lieberman is issuing a 
challenge to the international 
community, which is in 
agreement on the two-year 
ceiling,” Ghassan Khatib 
said. 

Hamas spokesman 

Sami Abu Zuhri called 
Lieberman’s comments 
“a severe slap to the 
Palestinians and the Arabs 
who believe in the mirage 
of a peace agreement.” 

He said Hamas calls on 
Abbas to stop pursuing 
peace with Israel. 

Talks between Palestinians 
and Israelis resumed in May 
aftera 17-month breakdown. 
The Palestinians have 
insisted on U.S. mediation, 
saying they are frustrated 
by Israel’s refusal to declare 
a halt to all construction in 


the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem, lands they claim 
for a future state along 
with the Hamas-ruled Gaza 
Strip. 

The aim is to shift gears to 
directtalks inlate September. 
But much will depend 
on whether Israel agrees 
to extend a construction 
slowdown it has declared 
in the West Bank and a de 
facto moratorium in effect 
in east Jerusalem, which 
the Palestinians want for a 
future capital. 

Abbas said Monday that 
Israel has not offered enough 


to make it worthwhile to 
move to direct talks. 

Israeli government 

spokesman Mark Regev 
said in response that direct 
talks are the only way to 
solve the conflict. 

At their news conference, 
Lieberman and Lavrov 
expressed very different 
positions on Hamas, the 
militant group that rules 
the Gaza Strip. Israel and 
many Western countries 
boycott Hamas as a terror 
organization, while Russia 
has contacts with the 
groupQ 
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King Kong swings back to 
Universal Studios in 3-D 



People ride the new attraction ‘King Kong 360 3-D,’ created by 
Peter Jackson,” the world’s largest 3-D projection installation 
ever produced with physical effects, on Tuesday, June 29, 2010, in 
Universal Studios Hollywood in Los Angeles. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 

By DERRIK J. LANG, 

AP Entertainment Writer 

UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif. - Over two years ago, a fire ravaged 
the Universal Studios Hollywood backlot, turning several 
famous outdoor sets into ashes and apparently setting iconic 
giant gorilla King Kong free. At least, that’s how the fact-meets- 
fantasy story line goes in “King Kong 360 3-D,” an immersive 
addition to the studio tour opening July 1. 

Rather than simply move past the real-life blaze that destroyed 
the theme park’s original 30-foot-tall animatronic ape in 2008, 
the fire has become part of the revamped attraction’s mythology, 
addressed by tour guides and featured in footage broadcast 
inside the tour’s trams. One doctored image ominously depicts 
the figure of King Kong emerging from the smoke. 

“The fire presented us with a unique opportunity to rebuild King 
Kong, which had been without a doubt one of the most popular 
stops on the studio tour,” said Universal Studios show producer 
Valerie Johnson-Redrow. “The initial thought was, of course, to 
go back to Peter Jackson’s 2005 film and re-imagine King Kong 
in an entirely new way for the studio tour.” 

Instead of recreate the animatronic Eighth Wonder of the 
World that burned down alongside exterior sets from “Back to 
the Future” and “To Kill a Mockingbird,” Universal Studios 
enlisted Jackson and his team at special effects company Weta 
Digital in New Zealand to craft an entirely new adventure that 
would transport visitors to his rendition of Skull Island. 

During the breakneck three-minute encounter, the computer¬ 
generated battle-scarred big ape tussles with a dinosaur gang on 
the side of a cliff. As the beasts seemingly smash into and lunge 
over the tram, a system underneath the winding vehicle jolts in 
sync with the action while bursts of air and water mimic King 
Kong’s breathy roar and the dinosaurs’ wet slobber. 

The sequence, which premiered during an invite-only event 
Tuesday, is screened 60 frames per second from 16 hidden 
high-definition film projectors on two 40-foot-tall, 180-foot- 
long curved screens. The screens envelop the tram inside a 
soundstage, nestled in a new hillside location on the backlot 
across from the newly rebuilt New York set. 

Before boarding the tram, riders are given 3-D glasses and 
instructed by Jackson in a video when to don them for the brawl, 
which at one point cleverly depicts the last car of the tram being 
ripped off. Some moments, such as King Kong toying with his 
prehistoric prey and a foolhardy tourist snapping a photo, can 
only be viewed from certain vantage points. 

Joe Letteri, visual effects supervisor for “King Kong” and 
“Avatar,” said the team was tasked with several challenges in 
bringing 3-D to the studio tour. Q 



FILE - In this March 2, 2010 
file photo, U.S actor James 
Earl Jones arrives outside the 
Haymarket Hotel in central 
London, for the 34th Laurence 
Olivier Awards Nominees 
lunch 

(AP Photo/Joel Ryan, file) 

Jones, Redgrave 
to co-star in 
‘Driving Miss 
Daisy’ 

NEW YORK - A pair of 
theater veterans will be taking 
a ride to the Great White Way 
this fall. 

Tony Award-winners James 
Earl Jones and Vanessa 
Redgrave will co-star in 
the Broadway premiere of 
“Driving Miss Daisy.” 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play by Alfred Uhry will begin 
performances on Oct. 7 at the 
John Golden Theatre, with 
an official opening on Oct. 
25, announced producers Jed 
Bernstein and Adam Zotovich 
on Tuesday. It will be directed 
by David Esbjomson (“The 
Goat, Or Who Is Sylvia?”). 
Redgrave has previously been 
seen on Broadway in her Tony 
Award-winning performance 
in “Long Day’s Journey Into 
Night,” and, most recently, in 
Joan Didion’s “The Year of 
Magical Thinking,” in 2007. 
Jones won Tonys for “The 
Great White Hope” and the 
original Broadway production 
of “Fences.” 

“Driving Miss Daisy” tells 
of a widowed, 72-year-old 
Jewish woman living in 
mid-20th-century Atlanta 
whose son hires an African- 
American man to serve as 
her chauffeur. Friction, then 
friendship results from their 
relationship. 

Originally opening in an Off- 
Broadway production in 1987, 
it became a hit film two years 
later starring Morgan Freeman 
and Jessica Tandy. □ 


Sandra Bullock, Jesse 
James divorce finalized 


By SANDY COHEN, 

AP Entertainment Writer 

LOS ANGELES - Sandra 
Bullock and Jesse James are 
divorced. 

A court clerk in Austin, 
Texas, confirmed that the 
divorce between the Oscar- 
winning actress and celebrity 
biker was finalized Monday. 
Bullock filed to end the 
marriage in April after reports 
surfaced that James had been 
unfaithful. 

Details of the settlement 
were sealed by the court, 
but Bullock’s initial filing 
cited “discord or conflict of 
personalities” as grounds for 
the divorce. 

An attorney for Bullock did 
not immediately return calls 
to The Associated Press on 
Tuesday, but her publicist, 
Cheryl Maisel, confirmed the 
couple’s split was complete. 
James’ publicist, Monique 
Huey-Jones, declined to 
comment Tuesday. 

The actress and “Monster 
Garage” star met in 2003 and 
married in 2005. 

It seemed like an odd pairing 
— the movie star often called 
“America’s Sweetheart” 
marrying the tattooed biker 
who had been wed twice 
before. 

It was the first marriage 
for Bullock, who became a 
devoted stepmom to James’ 
children: Sunny, 6; Jesse Jr., 
12; and Chandler, 15. 

The couple stayed out of the 
public eye as they continued 
their individual successes. She 
racked up film and production 
credits, while he expanded his 
reality-TV presence, starring 
in his own series, “Jesse 
James is a Dead Man,” and 
appearing on “The Celebrity 
Apprentice.” 

Their problems surfaced 
in March, just days after 
Bullock won the best-actress 
Oscar for her role in “The 
Blind Side.” She had been on 
a career high — her romantic 
comedy, “The Proposal,” was 
a box-office smash, then she 
swept Hollywood’s awards 
season for her “Blind Side” 
performance. 

The couple was a fixture at 
the glittery awards shows 
this year. She called James 



FILE - In this March 7, 2010 
file photo, Sandra Bullock 
and Jesse Janies arrive at the 
Vanity Fair Oscar party in 
West Hollywood, Calif. Sandra 
Bullock won the best actress 
award for her role in ‘The 
Blind Side.’ 

(AP Photo/Peter Kramer, File) 

“sexy” as she accepted her 
Screen Actor’s Guild award. 
Backstage, he held her purse 
as she spoke to reporters. 

At the Golden Globes, Bullock 
told James from the stage, her 
voice cracking with emotion: 
“There’s no surprise that my 
work got better when I met 
you. 

Because I never knew what it 
felt like for someone to have 
my back.” 

She did not thank her husband 
at the Academy Awards, 
instead dedicating her 
acceptance speech to mothers 
and parents everywhere. Still, 
the couple walked hand- 
in-hand down Oscar’s red 
carpet, celebrated together at 
the parties afterward and were 
photographed outside a Long 
Beach burger joint the next 
day. 

Ten days later, reports 
surfaced that James had been 
unfaithful while Bullock 
was away making her Oscar- 
winning film. He apologized 
to his wife and three children 
from previous relationships 
through a statement released 
by his publicist. 

“It’s because of my poor 
judgment that I deserve 
everything bad that is coming 
my way,” he said. “This has 
caused my wife and kids pain 
and embarrassment beyond 
comprehension, and I am 
extremely saddened to have 
brought this on them.’Q 












Stocks skid on renewed fears of global slowdown 



David Pologruto, left, and Christopher Capella, traders with 
Kellogg Capital, looks at a trading monitor from the floor of the 
New York Stock Exchange,Tuesday, June 29, 2010, in New York. 
The Dow Jones industrial average closed down nearly 270 points, 
falling below 10,000. The benchmark Standard & Poor’s 500 
index closed at its lowest level since October. 

(AP Photos/Bebeto Matthews) 


By TIM PARADIS, 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK - No matter 
where they look, investors are 
seeing economic trouble. 
Stocks and interest rates 
plunged Tuesday after signs of 
slowing economies from China 
to the U.S. spooked traders 
who were already uneasy 
about a global recovery. The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 268 points, or 2.7 percent, 
and dropped below 10,000. 
The benchmark Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index dropped 3.1 
percent to close at its lowest 
level since October. 

Interest rates fell in the 
Treasury market after demand 
for the safety of government 
debt grew. The yield on the 
10-year note dropped to 2.95 
percent, the first time it has 
fallen below 3 percent since 
April 2009, when the markets 
were in the early stages of their 


recovery from the financial 
crisis. The yield is used as a 
benchmark for many consumer 
loans and mortgages. The 
yield on the two-year note hit 
a new low. 

The markets began the day by 
following Asian and European 
stocks lower. Asian exchanges 
fell after an index that 
forecasts economic activity 
for China was revised lower. 
European stocks continued 
the slide after Greek workers 
walked off the job to protest 
steep budget cuts. 

Then, shortly after U.S. 
trading began, the market was 
hit with news that consumer 
confidence fell sharply this 
month because of worries 
about jobs and the overall 
economy. The Conference 
Board’s Consumer Confidence 
Index fell to 52.9 from a 
revised 62.7 in May. It was the 
steepest drop since February 


and economists polled by 
Thomson Reuters had forecast 
only a modest dip. 

Investors are also anxious 
as they wait for the Labor 
Department ’ s monthly 

employment report on Friday. 
Companies have indicated that 
business is getting better, yet 
there are few signs that they are 
ready to hire in big numbers. 
The government is expected 
to say that the unemployment 
rate rose 0.1 percentage point 
to 9.8 percent in June. 
Industrial stocks suffered 
some of the steepest drops 
on fears that a stalled global 
rebound will cut demand. 
Aircraft maker Boeing Co. led 
the Dow lower with a drop of 
6.3 percent. Caterpillar Inc., 
the maker of construction 
and mining equipment, lost 
5.5 percent. Shares of coal 
producers pulled energy 
stocks lower on worries about 


a slowdown. 

Investors have been so burned 
by the financial crisis of 2008- 
09 that they fear any hint of a 
slowdown means the economy 
will start tanking again. And 
they’re selling heavily at the 
end of the day, fearful about 
negative economic news that 
could start coming out of Asia 
just hours after U.S. trading 
ends. 

Paul Zemsky, head of asset 
allocation at ING Investment 
Management in New York, 
said investors are wrestling 
with two opposing ideas of 
where the economy is headed. 
He said the more likely case 
is that the recovery continues 
and corporate earnings growth 
make stocks look cheap right 
now. The darker scenario is 
that government budget cuts, 
the end of fiscal stimulus, 
problems in Europe and a 
slowdown in China lead to 
a double-dip in the global 
economy. 

Investors’ indecision and 
uneven economic reports have 
brought big swings to stocks 
since late April when debt 
problems in Greece began to 
pound world markets. 

“The central issue that any 
investor faces today is fire or 
ice,” Zemsky said. “There’s 
no in-between. It’s either one 
or the other.” 


The Dow fell 268.22, or 2.7 
percent, to 9,870.30, its lowest 
close since June 7. During the 
last hour, the Dow was down 
326.60. The Dow has fallen 
428 points, or 4.2 percent, in 
the past four days. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 3 3.3 3, or 3.1 percent, 
to 1,041.24. It was the lowest 
close for the S&P since Oct. 
5 and the fifth drop of more 
than 3 percent in the past year. 
The index is now down 14.5 
percent from its 2010 peak in 
April. 

The Nasdaq composite index 
fell 85.47, or 3.9 percent, to 
2,135.18. 

Only about 260 stocks rose 
while about 2,840 fell at the 
New York Stock Exchange, 
where consolidated volume 
came to 6.3 billion shares, 
compared with a light 3.9 
billion Monday. 

Mike Shea, managing partner 
at Direct Access Partners 
LLC in New York, took some 
comfort in the fact that the 
market closed off its lowest 
level of the day. That signaled 
that some buyers were willing 
to step in. 

“Getting that little pop at the 
end of the day — it’s kind of 
losing a football game 35-0 
and then scoring a touchdown 
in the last five minutes,” he 
said.Q 


Pennsylvania reaches budget deal with gas tax 


By Jon Hurdle 

PHILADELPHIA (Reuters) - Pennsylvania 
Governor Ed Rendell said on Tuesday he had 
reached agreement with legislative leaders on 
a fiscal 2011 budget that cuts spending rather 
than raise some taxes to offset a $1.2 billion 
shortfall. 

The new package increases state spending 
by just 0.6 percent from the current year to 
$28.05 billion before federal stimulus funding 
is included. 

“I’m fairly confident that we have a budget 
deal,” the Democratic governor said at a news 
conference the day before the end of the current 
fiscal year. 

Lawmakers agreed to impose an extraction tax 
on the state’s booming natural gas industry, 
effective January 1, 2011. Rendell said the tax 
rate would be determined by negotiation and 
that both sides had agreed to pass the enabling 
law by October 1. 

Rendell, however, dismissed arguments from 
the gas industry that the tax will slow its 
development. A similar tax in neighboring West 
Virginia did not prevent the number of drilling 
permits from tripling, he noted. 

Securing lawmakers’ agreement to any tax on 
the industry was significant given an anti-tax 
sentiment that led to Rendell withdrawing the 
proposed tax a year ago, he said. 


“We have had a no-tax atmosphere here for 
a number of years,” Rendell said. “To get an 
agreement on a Marcellus Shale tax was a big 
achievement.” 

But lawmakers rejected Rendell’s plan to 
raise some $250 million by taxing smokeless 
tobacco, ending a discount for businesses 
that pay their taxes on time, and closing a tax 
loophole for some businesses. 

Spending cuts include 11.7 percent for 
agriculture; 9.2 percent for environmental 
protection, and 9.1 percent for libraries. 

But lawmakers agreed a $250 million increase 
in the basic education subsidy that had been 
vigorously advocated by Rendell. 

Although revenue has been sharply lower 
than forecast for much of fiscal 2010, June 
collections are set to exceed projections by $25 
million to $30 million, the governor said. 

The governor said he and other governors 
would continue to lobby Congress to provide 
extra Medicaid funds that would contribute 
$850 million to the Pennsylvania budget. 
Without the funding, the state will be forced 
to lay off thousands of workers, the governor 
said. 

He praised legislative leaders for passing a 
budget in time for the start of the new fiscal 
year, in contrast to a year earlier, when the 
budget was 101 days late.Q 
































Wednesday, June 30, 





Venus loses, ending shot at 5th all-Williams Anal 


STEPHEN WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England 
(AP) — There will be no all- 
Williams final at Wimbledon 
this year. 

Defending champion 

Serena has a good chance of 
playing for her fourth title on 
Saturday, but big sister and 
five-time winner Venus will 
be a spectator this time. 

Venus was ousted in the 
quarterfinals Tuesday, losing 
6-2, 6-3 to 82nd-ranked 

Tsvetana Pironkova of 
Bulgaria. 

Venus, seeded second, had 
reached the Wimbledon final 
in eight of the past 10 years. 
This time, she was undone 
by a slew of unforced errors 
and double-faults in her worst 
loss at Wimbledon in terms of 
games won — five. 



A groundsman watches as Venus Williams leaves the court after being defeated in their women’s 
singles quarterfinal at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Tuesday, June 
29, 2010. Pironkova won the match 6-2, 6-3. 

Associated Press 


In another surprise, 21st- 
seeded Vera Zvonareva of 
Russia rallied past two- 
time U.S. Open winner Kim 
Clijsters 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 to 
reach her first Wimbledon 
semifinal, where she will face 
Pironkova. 

Serena Williams avoided 
the wave of upsets, beating 
China’s Li Na 7-5, 6-3 and 
moving closer to her 13th 
Grand Slam championship. 
The top-seeded Serena had 11 
aces to take her tournament 
total to 73, breaking the 
record of 72 she set last year. 
She had 21 winners and just 
six unforced errors. 

“I always serve well at 
Wimbledon, but this is the 
first time I’ve ever served this 
well so consistently,” Serena 
said. 

Continued on Page 14 



Florida Marlins’ manager Edwin Rodriguez watches his players 
take the field at the beginning of a baseball game with the New 
York Mets in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Tuesday June 29, 2010. 
Marlins’ owner Jeffrey Loria announced during the game that 
Rodriguez will remain as manager through the remainder of the 
2010 season. 


Marlins: Rodriguez will 
remain manager all season 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — Edwin 
Rodriguez, the first native of 
Puerto Rico to manage in the 
major leagues, will continue 
to lead the Florida Marlins 
through to the end of this 
season. 

Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria 
told the team before its game 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico on 
Tuesday night that Rodriguez 
will remain as manager 


Associated Press 
through the remainder of 
the 2010 season. The club 
made the announcement in 
the second inning of its game 
against the New York Mets. 
Rodriguez was named interim 
manager last Wednesday 
when Florida fired Fredi 
Gonzalez, its all-time most 
successful skipper. Gonzalez 
was dismissed after going 276 
wins against 279 losses in 3 
1/2 seasons. 

The Marlins also interviewed 


former third-base coach Bo 
Porter, now with Arizona, 
and had interest in ESPN 
analyst Bobby Valentine 
before deciding to stay with 
Rodriguez. On Sunday, Loria 
said the process would take “as 
long as it takes,” adding that 
the organization would make 
sure “we get the right guy.” 
Loria said he told Rodriguez 
just before the game of his 
decision. 

“At the end of the year we’ll 
re-evaluate things,” Loria said 
in the press box during the 
game. “What will always be 
my first and foremost concern 
are the players. I thought the 
continuity ... was the most 
important thing we could do. 
Edwin’s going to be their 
manager. The coaches will 
continue that are in place. 
Continuity’s important.” 

For now, anyway, that’s what 
Rodriguez represents. 

“We’ve gotten to know him 


very well,” Marlins second 
baseman Dan Uggla said earlier 
this week. “I got to know him 
in spring training a little bit, 
but to actually see him now 
during the season and have 
him as a manager, I think he’s 
been unbelievable. He does a 
great job communicating. He 
wants to learn from us just 
like how we want to learn 
from him. That’s huge as a 
manager.” 

Valentine was once thought 
to be the front-runner before 
talks slowed late last week, 
then broke off. 

“I wish them all the success 
in the world,” Valentine wrote 
in an e-mail. Valentine has 
been to the postseason in the 
majors twice, leading the New 
York Mets to the World Series 
in 2000, where they lost to the 
Yankees. 

He has a long relationship 
with Loria, having managed 
the Texas Rangers when Loria 


owned that franchise’s Triple- 
A affiliate. Valentine has a 
record in the majors of 1,117- 
1,072, and ended a six-year 
run as manager of the Chiba 
Lotte Marines in Japan’s 
Pacific League in 2009. 

Before getting summoned to 
replace Gonzalez, Rodriguez 
— who said his interview with 
the Marlins on Saturday was 
his first formal interview in a 
30-year baseball career — was 
managing Florida’s Triple-A 
team in New Orleans. 

“Edwin deserves a chance to 
see what he can do,” Loria 
said. “And I want to give 
him that chance. I like his 
levelheadedness and I like his 
focus on the game.” 

Loria entered this season with 
expectations of the Marlins 
being a playoff contender. 
They entered Tuesday 36-40, 
in fourth place in the National 
League East and already 8 1/2 
games behind Atlanta. □ 
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This April 23, 2010, file photo 
shows Dallas Mavericks’ Dirk 
Nowitzki (41), of Germany, 
driving to the basket as San 
Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan, 
left, defends during the third 
quarter of Game 3 of a first- 
round NBA basketball playoff 
series, in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 

Source: Mavs’ 
star Nowitzki to 
test free agency 

JAIME ARON 
AP Sports Writer 

DALLAS (AP) — Add 
Germany’s Dirk Nowitzki to 
the bumper crop of talented 
free agents. 

A person familiar with the 
decision told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday thatNowitzki 
has notified the Dallas 
Mavericks he is opting out of 
the final year and $21.5 million 
on his existing contract. The 
person spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the team 
wasn’t planning to announce 
Nowitzki’s decision. 
Mavericks president Donnie 
Nelson already has booked 
a flight that will have him 
in Germany on Thursday — 
when free agency begins to 
show Nowitzki how sincere 
the club is about keeping its 
all-time leading scorer and 
rebounder. 

He’d obviously scrap the trip 
if Nowitzki decides to be 
elsewhere, but the Mavs hope 
that being there sends a strong 
message. 

“He is our No. 1 priority — 
period,” Nelson said. 

Dallas had been discussing 
an extension with Nowitzki, 
but it would’ve been for only 
three years. He can get a four- 
year contract as a free agent, 
and perhaps a no-trade clause, 
something his existing deal 
lacks. □ 


AL Roundup 


Tigers top Twins 7-5 to take 1st, but Zumaya hurt 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— Brennan Boesch and 
Miguel Cabrera hit two-run 
doubles in the first inning 
as the Detroit Tigers beat 
the Minnesota Twins 7-5 
on Monday to move into 
first place in the American 
League Central. 

Tigers reliever Joel Zumaya 
left the game in the eighth 
inning after falling to the 
ground in pain after throwing 
a pitch. 

Jeremy Bonderman (4-5) 
allowed four runs and nine 
hits in 5 1-3 innings. Jose 
Valverde relieved Zumaya 
and got five outs for his 18th 
straight save. 

Jim Thome of the Twins 
homered and had his first 
triple in more than six years. 
Minnesota hit into three 
double plays to increase their 
major league-leading total to 
88 . 

Royals 3, White Sox 1 

At Kansas City, Missouri, 
Anthony Lerew threw six 
solid innings for his first 
major league victory and 
Billy Butler drove in two 
runs as Kansas City downed 
Chicago. 


The White Sox lost their 
second straight after an 11- 
game winning streak ended 
Sunday. It was just their third 
defeat in 18 games. 

Lerew (1-1), a rookie right¬ 
hander making his eighth 
major league start and 17th 
appearance, allowed one 
run and three hits. It was the 
Royals’ fourth win in five 
games. 

Carlos Quentin’s 13th homer 
in the fourth inning was the 
only run Lerew allowed. 
Butler’s two-out single in 
the second scored Kendall, 
giving the Royals a 3-0 lead. 
AtCleveland, Jake Westbrook 
pitched six solid innings and 
Jayson Nix’s suicide squeeze 
bunt in the sixth scored the 
go-ahead run for Cleveland 
over Toronto. 

The Indians, who broke a 
seven-game losing streak 
Sunday, won consecutive 
games for the first time since 
winning four straight June 9- 
12. The Blue Jays have lost 
six of eight. 

Westbrook (5-4), who 
allowed a run in the first 
inning, was pulled after Lyle 
Overbay led off the seventh 



Team trainers help Detroit Tigers relief pitcher Joel Zumaya off 
the field after he injured his right elbow while pitching in the 
eighth inning against the Minnesota Twins in a baseball game in 
Minneapolis on Monday June 28, 2010. 


with a single. Westbrook 
gave up six hits, struck out 
four and walked one. 

Travis Hafner was hit by a 
pitch in the sixth and took 
third on Jhonny Peralta’s 
double. After a groundout, 
Hafner broke for home on an 
0-1 pitch to Nix, who bunted 
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toward the mound. Romero’s 
toss fell short of the plate as 
Hafner slid home to break 
the 1-1 tie.q 

In other AL games it was 
Cleveland 2, Toronto 1; 
Kansas City 3, Chicago 
White Sox 1; and Detroit 7, 
Minnesota 5.Q 



n tazon ta 


Enjoy endless pleasure of 16 different cuts of rotisserie roasted 
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We guarantee to satisfy every appetite and budget! 
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Dinner starting at $27' 
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Bulgaria’s Tsvetana Pironkova reacts as she wins a point from 
Venus Williams during their women’s singles quarterfinal at the 
All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Tuesday, 
June 29, 2010. 


ALL WILLIAMS FINAL 
Continued from Page 12 
Her semifinal opponent is 
62nd-ranked Petra Kvitova 
of the Czech Republic, who 
saved five match points before 
beating Estonian qualifier 
Kaia Kanepi 4-6, 7-6 (8), 8-6. 
“Em very happy,” said the 20- 


Associated Press 
year-old Kvitova, her voice 
shaking. “I can’t believe it. 
It’s something incredible.” 

It’s the first time two unseeded 
players have reached the 
women’s semifinals at 
Wimbledon since 1999. 

The Williams sisters have 
played each other in four 


Wimbledon finals, with 
Serena winning for the third 
time last year. With Venus 
out, Wimbledon is guaranteed 
at least one first-time Grand 
Slam finalist among the three 
other contenders. 

With all the other big names 
gone, Serena Williams is the 
overwhelming favorite for the 
title. 

“It’s not mine to lose, it’s mine 
to win if I can get it,” she said. 
“There’s three other people 
that are vying to win it. They 
have just as good a chance as 
I do.” 

Serena said she’s not surprised 
the left-handed Kvitova got 
this far. 

“She’s a really tough player, 
especially on grass,” she said. 
Kvitova doesn’t give herself 
much of a chance. 

“She won here I don’t know 
how many times,” she said. 
“I lost against her in the 
Australian Open. It was very 
quick. I’m not favorite, so 
I can play just my game and 
just play and enjoy.” 

Venus never got going against 
the 22-year-old Pironkova, 
who is the lowest-ranked 
player remaining in the 
women’s draw and had never 
previously passed the second 


round in 18 previous Grand 
Slam appearances. 

“I just didn’t get enough balls 
in today,” said Williams. “I 
let it spiral and didn’t get 
any balls in. I had a lot of 
opportunities, a lot of short 
balls and I seemed to hit each 
one out. 

“If there was a shot to miss, 
I think I missed it. ... I didn’t 
bring my best tennis today.” 
Pironkova also beat Venus 
Williams in the first round of 
the Australian Open in 2006, 
but few gave her a chance 
of replicating the feat on the 
grass of Wimbledon, where 
Williams has dominated for a 
decade. 

But Williams was clearly 
off her game, committing 29 
unforced errors compared 
to just six for Pironkova. 
Williams had five double¬ 
faults, including back-to-back 
doubles in two games. 

She also hadn’t lost at a Grand 
Slam to a player outside the 
top 80 since that defeat in 
Australia to Pironkova, then 
ranked No. 143. 

“Honestly, I think no one 
expected me to play semifinal 
in Wimbledon and to beat 
Venus Williams like that,” 
said Pironkova, who denied 


Williams her 200th career 
Grand Slam match win. 
“Coming here I really just 
wanted to play a good game, 
to maybe win one or two 
rounds. 

“I still cannot believe that I 
reached the semifinals. This is 
truly like a dream to me.” 
Pironkova became the 
first woman representing 
Bulgaria to reach a Grand 
Slam semifinal in the Open 
era. Bulgarian-born Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere was 
representing Switzerland 
when she reached the U.S. 
Open semifinals in 1992 and 
1993. 

Pironkova broke Williams 
twice in the first set, winning 
four straight games after a 2- 
2 tie, finishing the set with a 
backhand passing shot down 
the line. 

After Williams broke to go up 
2-1 in the second set, it looked 
as though she might be able to 
take command. But Pironkova 
broke right back in the next 
game, which included the shot 
of the match. After Williams 
hit a forehand drop volley, 
the Bulgarian raced forward 
and flipped a backhand lob 
winner over Williams’ head. 
Pironkova swung her arm in 
an uppercut celebration. 

Down 5-2, Williams saved two 
match points, but Pironkova 
served out the match in the 
next game. After Williams 
missed a forehand volley, 
Pironkova squealed and fell 
on her back on the turf. 

In Serena’s match, the 
momentum swung the 
American’s way after Li’s 
game fell to pieces while 
serving at 5-5, 40-love in the 
first set. Li hit a forehand into 
the net, a forehand wide, had 
two straight double-faults 
and a forehand volley error 
to hand Williams the break. 
Serena served out the set in 
the next game. 

Serena was broken while 
serving for the match at 5-2 in 
the second set, but broke right 
back in the next game to close 
it out. Zvonareva rallied for 
her first win over Clijsters in 
six meetings. 

Clijsters, returning to 
Wimbledon for the first time 
since 2006 after coming out 
of retirement, beat fellow 
Belgian Justine Henin on 
Monday and was viewed as a 
potential title threat.Q 
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World Cup Roundup 


SPORTS | Wednesday , June 30, 2010 


Blatter hints at tech U-turn, Paraguay through 



SIMON HAYDON 
AP Sports Writer 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) 
— Spain showed touches 
of the class that makes the 
team European champion on 
Tuesday, edging out Portugal 
in a tough second round 
game while Paraguay needed 
penalties to dispose of Japan. 
David Villa finished off a fluid 
move of intricate passing to 
finally break down Portugal’s 
defensive wall and give Spain 
a 1 -0 victory. 

Villa’s goal was his fourth 
of the tournament, making 
him joint top scorer in South 
Africa, while Cristiano 
Ronaldo could not manage to 
inspire Portugal. 

The Barcelona-bound striker 
saw his first shot blocked by 
Portugal goalkeeper Eduardo, 
but on the rebound, he coolly 
slotted home with his right 
foot. 

“It was one of my best goals 
because it got us through to 
the next round,” Villa said. 
“Keep scoring so we can keep 
going.” 

Spain will face Paraguay on 
Saturday at Johannesburg’s 
Ellis Park in the quarterfinal, 
hoping for a semifinal meeting 
with Argentina or Germany. 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter, 
acknowledging the fury of 
football fans around the world, 
said that he has apologized 
to England and Mexico for 
refereeing mistakes that 
helped eliminate their teams 
from the World Cup. 

He said FIFA will reopen the 
debate on high-tech methods 
to improve decision-making 
on the pitch following the 
mistakes in Bloemfontein 
and Johannesburg — when 
Germany and Argentina 
advanced. 

“Naturally, we deplore 
when you see the evidence 
of referees’ mistakes,” said 
Blatter, adding it would be “a 
nonsense” for FIFA not to look 
again at goal-line technology 
with its rule-making panel. 
“After having witnessed such 
a situation,” Blatter said, 
referring to England’s non¬ 
goal against Germany, “we 
have to open again this file, 
definitely. 


ABOVE: Japan’s Yuichi 

Komano, center, reacts after 
missing a shootout penalty 
kick during the World Cup 
round of 16 soccer match 
between Paraguay and 
Japan at the Loftus Versfeld 
Stadium in Pretoria, South 
Africa, Tuesday, June 29, 
2010. Paraguay advanced to 
the World Cup quarterfinals 
for the first time with a 5-3 
victory over Japan in penalty 
kicks after a 0-0 draw. RIGHT: 
Spain’s David Villa, second 
from left, scores a goal past 
Portugal goalkeeper Eduardo, 
right, during the World Cup 
round of 16 soccer match 
between Spain and Portugal 
at the Green Point stadium 
in Cape Town, South Africa, 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010. 
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“Naturally, we will take on 
board again the discussion 
about technology. Something 
has to be changed.” 

The refereeing system won’t 
be changed midway through 
the World Cup. Blatter 
said the panel, known as 
the International Football 
Association Board, would 
begin considering changes 
at a July meeting in Cardiff, 
Wales. 

Uruguay’s Jorge Farrionda 
and Italy’s Roberto Rosetti, 
whose blunders prompted the 
FIFA rethink, have been left 
off the list of referees for the 
rest of the World Cup. FIFA 
did not announce its reasons, 
but referees involved in 
controversy rarely make it to 


the later rounds. 

Paraguay qualified for the first 
time with a penalty shootout 
victory over Japan after 120 
minutes of tedious football in 
Pretoria’s Foftus Versfeld. 
Paraguay and Japan drew 0-0 
after extra time and the South 
Americans won the shootout 
5-3 after Yuichi Komano hit 
the crossbar with Japan’s third 
kick — his team’s only miss. 
Five-time world champion 
Brazil beat South American 
rival Chile 3-0 Monday to 
make the quarterfinals for a 
fifth straight tournament. The 
Netherlands beat Slovakia 
2-1 to join Uruguay, Ghana, 
Germany and Argentina in the 
last eight. 

Netherlands coach Bert van 
Marwijk has demanded 
unity from his World Cup 
players after Robin van 
Persie’s angry outburst at 
being substituted in the 2-1 
defeat of Slovakia threatened 


to derail preparations for its 
quarterfinal against Brazil. 
Van Marwijk said he called a 
team meeting after reports in 
Dutch media that the Arsenal 
striker said midfielder Wesley 


Sneijder should have been 
brought off instead of him. 

“I will never accept anything 
that could upset the next 
match,” Van Marwijk told 
Dutch national broadcaster 
NOS. 

South Africa’s police chief 
said a British tabloid journalist 
has been arrested after what 
police called an orchestrated 
attempt to undermine World 
Cup security with an England 
fan’s intrusion into the team’s 
changing room. 

National police commissioner 
Bheki Cele said police 
arrested Simon Wright on 
Monday. He said the Sunday 
Mirror journalist admitted to 
harboring and interviewing 
Pavlos Joseph while police 
were searching for him. 

And in Germany, an octopus 
called Paul hesitated but 
ultimately picked Germany to 
win — again — this time over 
Argentina in their quarterfinal 
matchup. 

Paul, who appeared to 
correctly predict all four of 
Germany’s games in this 
year’s tournament, indicated 
that Saturday’s game will 
be a tough battle and that it 
may even end in a penalty 
shootout. 

It took the octopus about an 
hour to approach a water glass 
containing a mussel marked 
with a German flag, said Tanja 
Munzig, a spokeswoman for 
Sea Fife Aquarium in the 
western city of OberhausenQ 
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‘Be There For Big Air ’ 

Athletes ready for 24th Annual Aruba Hi-Winds 



Jamaica’s Josef 
Forstmayr Takes 
Reins of CHTA 



THE CARIBBEAN - Josef 
F orstmayr, Managing 

Director of Round Hill Hotel 
and Villas in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, W.I., has assumed the 
presidency of the Caribbean 
Hotel & Tourism Association 
(CHTA) for a two-year term 
ending in June 2012. 
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FISHERMAN’S HUTS 
- Starting today, from June 
30th to July 5th, 2010, Aruba 
will once again ride the waves 
of the Aruba Hi-Winds, the 
largest amateur windsurfing 
competition in the Caribbean. 
Now in its 24th year, the 
Aruba Hi-Winds features 
windsurfing and kite boarding 
events in various categories 
and open to professionals and 
amateurs alike. 

Aruba provides the ideal 
setting for this windsurfing and 
kite boarding event, with its 
cooling trade winds, beautiful 
blue waters, and white sandy 
beaches. Visitors and locals 
can sign up for the competition 
or simply relax and take in the 
excitement from the beaches 
off the Fisherman’s Huts at 
Hadicurari, the location of 
the Hi-Winds events. The 
categories include men, 
women, masters, and kids and 
they feature course racing and 


freestyle for kite surfing, as 
well as a long distance race, 
and a King and Queen of the 
Huts competition. The thrills 
don’t end with the water 
sports. The Aruba Hi-Winds is 
a non-stop party, with music, 
lunches, dinners, happy hours, 
and celebrations taking place 


on the beach throughout 
the entire six-day event. 
Highlights of the competition 
include a welcome dinner at 
Buster’s Garage on the first 
evening, as well as dinners 
hosted by Divi Hotel, de 
Suikertuin and Delifrance, 
Dunkin Donuts, and Casa Tua 


on the following nights. On 
Saturday and Sunday nights, 
parties featuring DJs and 
dance competitions will take 
place on the beach, and the 
awards ceremony and closing 
dinner will be held at Paseo 
Herencia/Taste of Belgium on 
Monday night.Q 


Step by Step holds annual recital 


“Celebrating Dance” is a huge success 



ORANJESTAD - Step by Step holds a yearly dance recital, but 
this year’s was very special. Firstly, the dance school had its 
problems with having to move before the school year was over, 
to another, much smaller studio, 2BFit, at the back of Eagle 
Bowling Center. This saved the day for the renowned dance 
studio, founded in 1992 by Sonja Geevers, long time teacher 
of ballet and producer of many successful shows in Aruba. 
Together with her partner, Humphrey Lauffer, they have built 
up a school with classes in most dance disciplines and with a 
great many students. 

Continued on Pages B8 & B9 
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New President Of Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association For 2010-2012 



Jamaica’s Josef Forstmayr Takes Reins of CHTA 

CHTA Announces Vice Presidents To Serve Under Forstmayr For Biennium 




CHTA Director General & CEO Alec Sanguinetti (left) looks on as outgoing CHTA President Enrique 
De Marchena Kaluche (right) passes the gavel to Josef Forstmayr (middle), who assumes presidency 
of CHTA for the next two years. 



funding of the Caribbean 
Tourism Development 

Company (CTDC) - a 
marketing company owned 
equally by CHTA and CTO. 

“Since his days as president of 
the Jamaica Hotel and Tourism 
Association, I’ve worked very 
closely with Josef and have 
found him to be remarkably 
competent and adept in his 
approach to hotel marketing 
and extremely decisive and 
visionary as an industry 
leader,” said Alec Sanguinetti, 
director general and CEO 
of CHTA. “His ability to 
integrate local communities 
in supporting the vision of the 
hotel and tourism sector in its 
daily operations has resulted 
in a greater understanding of 
the industry and its importance 
to the economic development 
of the constituency in which 
it operates,” continued 
Sanguinetti. 

Forstmayr began his career in 


the fall of 1979 as assistant 
manager at Coconut Cove in 
Negril, later moving to the 
Tryall Golf and Beach Hotel 
as resident manager. He 
served as general manager at 
the Trident Villas and Hotel in 
Port Antonio, Jamaica, until 
arriving at his current position 
as Managing Director of 
Round Hill Hotel and Villas 
in Montego Bay. 

Forstmayr held the role of 
president of the Jamaica Hotel 
and Tourism Association 
(JHTA) from June 2001 - 
2003. He was voted Caribbean 
Hotelier of the Year by the 
CHTA membership in 2007 
and currently sits on the Board 
of Directors for the Jamaica 
Tourist Board. 

Bom in Austria, Forstmayr 
attended the University of 
Salzburg, where he studied 
Economic Sciences and 
Tourism. He is fluent in four 
languages - German, English, 
French and Italian. □ 


THE CARIBBEAN - Josef 
Forstmayr, Managing Director 
of Round Hill Hotel and Villas 
in Montego Bay, Jamaica, W.I., 
has assumed the presidency 
of the Caribbean Hotel & 
Tourism Association (CHTA) 
for a two-year term ending in 
June 2012. 

Following recent meetings 
with the CHTA executive team 


and outgoing CHTA President 
Enrique De Marchena 
Kaluche, who now takes over 
the Chairmanship of CHTA, 
Forstmayr outlined the 
various objectives he wishes 
to address during his two-year 
term as president. 

Key issues for Forstmayr will 
be: Stimulating membership 
growth, particularly amongst 


the region’s new larger chain 
hotels. Providing greater 
support for the Caribbean 
Society of Hotel Association 
Executives (CSHAE) 

who manage the 35 hotel 
associations that constitute 
CHTA’s membership. 

Improving regional linkages 
between the hotel sector and 
other Caribbean industries, 
particularly agriculture. 
Elevating the awareness 
and international status of 
Caribbean cuisine. 

Reviving the public and private 
sector’s regional marketing 
initiative through the proper 


Snapper, Trigger Fish, Grouper and more await you while cruising along 
the coast, or enjoy a relaxing boat ride and the Caribbean breeze on our 

upper deck. 


INCLUDES: 

Lunch at sea, rum punch, refreshments, boat and fishing gear. 
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THE AUDIO VISUAL PROVIDER 


Tanki Flip 78, Oranjestad, Aruba, Tel: (297) 5875600 / Fax:(297) 5875601 
Haidy's Cel:(297)5930747 /9930747 • Harry's Cel: 5930086 

haidvbareno@hotmail.conn / barenoharrv@hotmail.com 


RBTT Gives Another US$188,000 to Fight Children’s Cancer 


ORANJESTAD — RBTT 
has contributed an 
additional TT$1.2 million 
or the equivalent of 
US$188,087 to the Cancer 
Treatment Foundation in 
Trinidad, representing the 
second tranche of funding 
in support of children 
diagnosed with cancer. 

In June 2009, RBC and 
RBTT established the 
Caribbean Children’s 
Cancer Fund, with a pledge 
to contribute TT$ 1.2 
million annually up to the 
year 2013, while raising 
additional funds through 
staff and public fundraisers. 
The fund is used to provide 
the treatment and care 
required by the children 
to overcome the disease, 
including surgery. It is 
also used to pay the cost of 
sending biopsy specimens 
abroad for testing, which 
results in faster diagnosis of 
the cancer, earlier treatment 
and a more positive 
prognosis. 

Suresh Sookoo, CEO of 
RBTT Financial Group, 
recently presented the 
check for the second 
payment to Brian Lara, 
Chairman of the Cancer 
Treatment Foundation, the 
administrator of the Fund. 
“The emotional and financial 
burden of pediatric cancer 
is enormous,” Sookoo 
said. “It is important that a 
child receives prompt and 
specific treatment, which 
can be complex and costly. 
The greater the contribution 
to the Fund, the more 
children we can save from 
this dreadful affliction.” 

To date, the Cancer Fund 
has assisted three children 
diagnosed with cancer in 



year old girl in the Bahamas 
diagnosed with Osteogenic 
Sarcoma, a common type 
of bone cancer found in 
children. 

Most recently, a 13 year old 
boy from Trinidad received 
a Positron Emission 
Tomography (PET) scan to 
aid in diagnosis. 

Public donations and staff 
fundraisers have raised 
about US$100,000. RBTT 
and the Cancer Treatment 
Foundation’s Ribbons of 
Hope mall tour continues 
every Saturday during 
the months of July to 
September in Trinidad, 
to raise awareness about 
children’s cancer and gain 
support for the Fund. A 
children’s Art Competition 
will be launched 
regionally in September 
to mark Childhood Cancer 
Awareness month. □ 


Suresh Sookoo, CEO of the RBTT Financial Group, presents a 
check of TT$1.2 million (US$188,087) to Brian Lara, Chairman of 
the Cancer Treatment Foundation. This is the second disbursement 
of funds from RBTT, which has committed just under a US$ 1 
million, up to the year 2013, to fight pediatric cancer. 

the region. The first is a 16 was a two year old boy 
year old boy from Grenada, from Trinidad and Tobago 
previously diagnosed with diagnosed with liver cancer; 
Lymphoma; the second and the third was a seven 
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LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 
SPORTS BOOK 


No charge or tax on winnings 
Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 
Sports Book opens at 12:30 pm 
Only casino to televise all football games 
POKER ROOM 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

6 p.m. 

TEXAS HOLD-EM 
$4-$8 LIMIT 

BUY-IN FOR $30 RECEIVE $60 IN CHIPS 
MUST PLAY TWO (2) HOURS 

DAILY POKER TOURNAMENTS 
At 6:30PM 


Monday $10 Buy-in 
Tuesday $10 Buy-in 
Wednesday $10 Buy-in 
Thursday $10 Buy-in 
Friday $10 Buy-in 
Saturday $150 Buy-in 
Sunday $10Buy-in 

(Tournaments are subject to charge as per Management 

criteria) 

BLACKJACK 
Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 


Soft 17 
CRAPS 


3-4-5 Times Odds 
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■JOLU PIRATES' 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $55pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $27pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Aruba loves Chocolate and Sushi dinner parties 


Chino latino hosts “I Love Chocolate” event 



this event. Superstar Dj Mista 
Tee and Guest Dj’s played the 
house for all enjoying the best 
exotic sushi on the Island, 
oh yeah, and the yummy 
chocolate fountain. Chino 
Latino is a great place to let 
your hair down and have a 
relaxing time, just footsteps 
from your resort located in 
The Village across the street 
from the Radisson Resort. □ 




PALM BEACH - Food Means 
Fun at Chino Latino and 
especially last Friday night for 
the “I love chocolate”. This 
was a great event last week for 
chocolate lovers says Chino 
Latino Restaurant Manager 
Orlando Naya. The Sixth 


Edition of “I Love Chocolate” 
was one of the best yet 
especially for all the chocolate 
lovers! Everyone enjoyed the 
Chivas Regal and Absolut 
drinks were on special to “pair” 
with Chino Latino’s new sushi 
menu especially created for 
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Arubans share Environment Project in USA 



ORANJESTAD - ‘Medio 
Ambiente Goes to School’ 
project recently won first 
prize at the International 
Community Proj ect contest 
in Omaha, Nabraska at 
the Annual Convention 
of General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

A group from Aruba 
traveled to the U.S.A. 
to participate in this 
prestigious event to share 



"FAVIFUNDACIONCU VISION' 



Tel: 582-0697 / 583-7484 
Schotland str. 70 

mfend you* stay 

Quality Apartments 

*S+udio & Loft Apts. *Fully Furnished 

*Kitchen / A\rco / Cable TV ^Swimming Pool 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 4 large supermarkets. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat <& Sun: 9am-5pm. 


: BEN L6 CIGARS 

i Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
i Located in the Arowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 

• Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 


We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 


Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 
With purchase of $20 or more 1 FREE CIGAR 


theirprojectbytheChildren/ jungle/video clip, which 
Environment committee of was broadcasted for two 


the Women’s Club of Aruba, 
with its chairwoman Ursly 
Silberie and the Stimaruba 
organization. 

The project was a survey 
done at the different 
schools on Aruba, resulting 
in a report that shows the 
large amount of waste 
that is produced by the 
school children who bring 
sandwiches and fruits 
wrapped in wax paper, foil 
paper, sandwich bags, etc. 
Not to mention the small 
juice cartons. By using 
lunchboxes for bread and 
fruit and a thermos for juice, 
all this waste can be avoided 
and in the same time is also 
more economic. 

Stimaruba published a 
poster showing the results 
of the investigation at the 
different schools. 

The Women’s Club 
Committee also has a 


months on the television 
and radio stations on Aruba 
to make parents aware of 
this project. Also a large 
amount of lunchboxes and 
thermos were bought and 
the committee saw to it that 
all first graders received 
their lunchbox to start the 
new school year. 

The Women’s Club of 
Aruba and Stimaruba 
would like to thank all their 
sponsors for their help in 
achieving their goal: Cede 
Aruba, Aruba Timeshare 
Association, Bucuti Beach 
Resort, AHATA, Casa del 
Mar, Compra, Valero, radio 
and television stations. 
They also want to thank 
everyone who believed in 
and gave their support to 
the project. 

No ta Stima Aruba (we 
love Aruba), let’s cooperate 
to keep in clean and 
beautiful !□ 



La Pescaderia 

RESTAURANT 

AUT-HENT1E FINE 
PERUVIAN FBQD 

Del a Salle Straat #26 
Phone: 580-5574 I 593-2775 



NIGHT SHOPPING UNTIL 10:30 PM 

Cold Beer prices ranges from $2. 

Souvenir a wide variety fo snacks. 

Also availabe Rums made in Aruba 
at a good price. 

Cold Wine variety 
Now: receive a 3% discount 
with any purchase over 50 Florins 

Valid only for Wednesday & Sunday 


OPEN Monday-Friday 8:30 am -10:30 pm 

Saturday 9:00 am -10:30 pm 

DAILY Sunday 9:00 am-9:00 pm 

We’re located at walking distance from the High Rise Area. 
You can get your basic food & drink 


Bring this coupon foryour free Cuban Cigar! 


Located at: 186-D Palm Beach / Tel: 586-1710 
www.shopngoaruba.com 
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Commitment 


Along the journey toward 
our goals, it is important 
to possess commitment 
and express compassion. 
When you approach your 
life with commitment and 
compassion, there will be 
no stopping you in your 
pursuits, and you will learn 
to be easy on yourself. 

Lets start with commitment. 
To commit means to become 
attached. A commitment is a 
binding agreement. When 
we commit an act, we are 
bound to it. We cannot take 
it back. When we make a 


commitment, we are bound 
to not go back on our word. 

First we commit in thought, 
then we follow through on 
the commitment in action. 
In goal-setting, our thoughts 
first become attached to an 
outcome, then our actions 
commit us to a physical 
path. When our thoughts 
and actions are aligned to 
different commitments, 
we manifest conflicting 
energies. 

When we commit to 
reaching our goals, we make 


3D movies 
presented by 

5ETAR 


: m 


T H E CI NWMA S 

www.thecinemas.aw y valid till june 30 

NOW BUY YOUR TICKET ONLINE 


AT RENAISSANCE - ORANJESTAD 


P0-13 GROWNUPS 



mvi daily: 

5.45 

830 

"" matinee: 1.00 

330 

late show: 11.00 

PG-13 PRINCE OF PERSIA 



daily: 


9.00 

matinee: 


late show: 1130 

LKLI SHREK FOREVER AFTER 3D 



daily: 

4.00 

6J5 8.45 

V 

matinee: 1.30 


late show: 11.00 

•a)u 

PG-13 DEATH AT A FUNERAL 



daily: 

9.15 


matinee: 


late show: 1130 

LfiGJ TOY STORY 3 3D 



~Tf | 

daily: 

4.15 

6.45 

m 

matinee: 1.45 


late show: 11.45 

bid 

PG-13 THE A-TEAM 



daily: 

6.00 

8.45 

matinee: 12.00 

3.00 

late show: 11.45 

fPGn MARMADUKE 



daily: 

4.30 

630 

matinee: 12.00 

2.15 

late show: 

fFGH THE KARATE KID 



daily: 

6.00 

8.45 

matinee: 12.15 

3.15 

late show: 11.30 

AT PASEO HERENCIA 

PG-1J KNIGHT & DAY 



NEW daily: 

6.00 

830 

~ matinee: 12.45 

3.30 

late show: 11.00 

run GET HIM TO THE GREEK 



daily: 

6.45 

9.15 

matinee: 


late show: 12.00 

PG-13 KILLERS 



daily: 

430 

6.45 9.00 

matinee: 12.00 

2.15 

late show: 11.45 

P043i THEA-TEAM 



daily: 

6.15 

8.45 

matinee: 12.30 

3.15 

late show: 1130 

rwri SHREK FOREVER AFTER 



daily: 

430 


matinee: 12.00 

2.15 

late show: 

rWT1 THE KARATE KID 



daily: 

6.00 

8.45 

matinee: 12.00 

3.00 

late show: 11.45 

[' FGfl TOY STORY 3 3D 



nn 

daily: 

4.00 

630 


matinee: 130 


late show: 

bid 

nt~l SEX AND THE CITY 2 



daily: 

9.15 


matinee: 


late show: 11.45 

Matinee: sat & sun | Late show: fri & sat 


a binding agreement with 
our selves. A commitment 
is usually proclaimed in a 
ceremony, so do this with 
your goals and desires. 
Formally commit yourself 
to thinking about what you 
want and acting toward it. 
A commitment is always to 
your self, since other people 
represent aspects of our 
selves. 

In any relationship, it is 
important to be clear on 
what trust means to each of 
you, in three dimensional 
specific terms. Trust for 
a guy is usually physical, 
manifesting as, “Don’t be 
with another.” Trust for a 
woman is usually mental, 
manifesting as, “Don’t think 
about another.” Herein lies a 
huge misunderstood conflict 
that shows the importance 
of being clear about what 
certain concepts mean to 
each of you. The same is 
true in business. Deceipt 
is an option in any type of 
relationship. 

Anyone can stick to their 
word when there’s no 
temptation. A commitment 
means sticking to your word 
while intense forces try to 
distort you. Life is filled 
with temptation, and we 
are easily distracted away 


from our commitments. We 
all know the intense forces 
we are subject to in three 
dimensional illusion. 

In the pursuit of our goals, 
distraction lies everywhere. 
With every turn, every 
decision, every action, 
every inaction, there lies 
a potential detour away 
from the path that leads to 
your desires. We must be 
constantly vigilant, to be sure 
that our decisions, thoughts, 
actions and emotions keep 
us aligned with the path we 
want to follow. It is alright 
if your path changes because 
your goal changes, but don’t 
allow yourself to be pulled 
onto a path that is not of your 
choice. When you do become 
distracted, remember that 
you can get back on any path 
you choose, at any moment 
you choose. Re-alignment 
takes only a moment, and it 
is never too late for anyone. 

When you are committed 
to yourself, you will be 
tempted by doubt, guilt 
and a relentless cacophony 
of other forces beyond 
our understanding and 
awareness. Being committed 
to yourself means that you 
keep taking action toward 
your path and keep your mind 
focused on the goal. When 


you are faced with your own 
mental resistance, realize 
that it is only temptation. 
Give it as much validity as 
you choose. 

Tomorrow, we will 
discuss the importance of 
Compassion in your journey 
of enlightenment. 

Until Tomorrow... 

~Quentin Danziger 

Quentin has over 20 years 
experience balancing what 
we refer to as the Real World, 
with science and spirit. 
He has held positions of 
responsibility and authority, 
received a Bachelor of 
Science in Engineering 
Physics from Colorado 
School of Mines, and has 
studied many avenues of 
alternative thought. Human 
Hints Daily is the culmination 
of his knowledge, experience 
and practice. These free 
daily emails detail concrete, 
real-world techniques to 
consciously create any 
future you choose, while 
in the throes of daily life 
created by outdated modes 
of thought. 

PO Box 997, Vail, CO 
81658 

Copyright HumanHints. All 
Rights ReservedQ 



Restaurant 


Family owned with an European ami Local loudi 
come ami enjoy our famous. 


A DIFFERENT MEMORABLE DINING EXPERIENCE 


sftcmma momma 

Choose from over 30 Dishes 
Hot and Cold 


FOR KSiRVATIONXP583-8890 

i.G. Smith Bivti. WO n&strthol&wri$# Mathis 
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"The newest 
sensot/on on Aruba. 
Fusion Cuisine at it's 
best 1 Great Value !" a 


taste the magic of fusion cuisine 

Taste the moment and enjoy Aruba’s one and only restaurant dedicated to the magic of Fusion Cuisine, 
Our young team of daring and talented chefs will surprise you with original creations combining exotic flavors, 
ingredients & elements of French, Italian, Asian and Aruban cuisine. Join our adventure of taste and flavour. 

3 COURSE MENU US$.57.95 

F0R 2 PERSONS WE DO NOT CHARGE SERVICE CHARGE 


FUSION RESTAURANT • LOUNGE 


WE DO NOT CHARGE SERVICE CHARGE 
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 
VALID UNTIL S/30/2010 


Located at South Beach Centre I Palm Beach 551 Reservations required I Call us at 586-70701 www.milano-aruba.com 


Adam Steinfeld live tonight! 


Don’t miss Magic & Comedy tonight at the Westin 



Butz, Belair, Maryland. 
4 MagicLive!... is Hip- 
Comedy Entertainment, 
Adam is the ultimate 
Modern Magician’ -Jacque 
Polak, CBS-TV. Steinfeld 
sophisticated card-sharp 
street magic, mixed with 
grand theater illusions is a 
visual feast...this will be the 
highlight of your vacation. 
-A1 Blanchard, mystery 
novelist, Boston, MA. 


STEINFELD: ‘MAGIC LIVE!’ 

Theater-of-illusions show... now at 
the WESTIN - Aruba, see it live! 9pm 
nightly 

Night Magic - Comedy - Master of 
illusions. PREPARE to Witness TOP- 
Class Illusions, Magic & Comedy 
on Stage. Adam Steinfeld’s Magic 
Live!® show, at the WESTIN - 
Aruba... ’ Sensational! ’, 4 Amazingly 
Funny!’...the Hottest ticket in Town! 
A Must See” 


Steinfeld’s, comedy 

magician, likable on¬ 
stage personality, comic 
interactive-wit, and amazing magic, 
mixed with his dream-like theatre- 
of-illusions, is a sensory overload of 
the imagination, along with his lovely 


‘BEST MAGIC SHOW, I’ve seen 
in ages...and I hate Magic! - Carol 




THE MUST-SEE SHOW - YOU 
DON’T WANT TO MISS IT! 
AROUND THE 

WORLD AND BACK, 

Adam Steinfeld: 

‘MAGIC LIVE!’, from 
Monte Carlo, Hong 
Kong, Orlando, Miami 
Beach, Biloxi, Boston, 

San Juan, New York, 

Aruba to Vegas, it’s 
the coolest show in 
town, taking up where 
Houdini left off.” 

MAGIC - GRAND 
ILLUSION - COMEDY 


IFYOUGO 

What: Magic Live!® theater-of-illusions show 
Where: Westin - Aruba, palm beach (high-rise 
area) 

Who: starring, comedy illusionist, Adam Steinfelc 
ShowTime: 9:00 pm, nightly, (7 days a 
week) theater opens at 8:30pm 
Tickets: at the door, box office in westin lobby 
or Westin-aruba front desk, or all De Palm 
tours concierges desks throughout the island. 

Box office opens at 7:30pm nightly 
Price: $19.95 (under 15), / $34.95 adults 
Group Sales: 561-1090 


dancers...a treat for the entire family. 


SEE IT LIVE! On-Stage! 

“It’s obvious Adam’s real passion is 
performing in front of a live audience, 
as his charisma and charm create an 
unforgettable show!” 

Steinfeld is a ’Master of Magic’, he 
invents many of his own Las Vegas 
illusions that are designed in England, 
fabricated in Vegas, and travels with 
him on tour, in a explosion of amazing 
fun. 





























Wednesday, June 30, 2010 


1^1 LOCAL 



Continued from Page B1 
Now they plan to build a 
new school and will move 
to temporary quarters in 
September, 2010, to start the 
coming school year. Available 
at the school is classical ballet, 
jazz, folklore, tap, flamenco, 


street dance, modem and Latin 
dance. The school is open 
Monday through Saturday, 
mainly in late afternoons, 
evenings for all kinds of 
classes. 

This year’s show was very 
beautiful and a huge audience 


pleaser. Each dance seemed 
flawless and it was obvious 
that the dancers worked very 
hard to look very tight in top 
form. 

The costumes were beautiful, 
and many former dancers of the 
school visited from Holland to 
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Casa Tua Barcelona Downtown open from 
11.30am to 10.30pm, Sunday from 5pm to 
11pm tel. 588 5695. Casa Tua Palm Beach open 
from 5pm to 11pm, tel 586 8470 


with a red wine sauce or choose the Grouper Fillet 
for $11.95. Both dishes include a soft drink. Fresh 
Fish lovers can treat the palate to the Whole Red 
Snapper, served with Rice and a salad. 


appear in the show, such as the 
very talented Adiella Adamus 
and Josephine Williams. In 
addition, several professional 
dancers performed, one of 
them, Jackie, for the first 
time ever on point. Jackie has 
danced in many professional 
shows, including several in 
Amba. She has a passion for 
dancing and studied point 


for a year before dancing 
this year “en pointe” on the 
stage. Samantha, whose Club 
di Movimiento dance school 
also contributed to the show, 
performed on point and in a 
fabulous jazz dance. Tita, the 
flamenco teacher, also danced 
jazz. 

Gayle, who teaches tap and 
jazz, did an outstanding job, 


as usual, to train and get the 
very best out of the little as 
well as the big ones in both 
disciplines. The advanced 
jazz and advanced tap were 
nicely put together and the 
audience was wowed and gave 
a huge applause. Sonja’s Pas 
de Trois was very beautiful, 
with jazz and street dance 
teacher, Valedy Somerville, 
performing the lead. Valedy 
recently auditioned for a top 
dance academy in Holland, 
and received the highest score 
out of all 80 dancers that 
auditioned. Congratulations 
Valedy, and much success 
in furthering your dance 
education and your career. 


Thanks to Sonja’s and Celebrating Dance was 
perseverance in the face of enjoyed by all, including new 
having to move suddenly members of the audience who 
before the end of the school previously had not seen a 
year, the show went on, dance recital in years.□ 


ORANJESTAD - Casa Tua Barcelona’s Flamenco 
Show is the spot to be tonight with Angela Croes 
TONIGHT and then again on Friday. 

Enjoy your Paella and Sangria together with these 
fantastic live shows! The downtown atmosphere is 
cool and relaxed with its in- and outside seating. 

The highlight at Casa Tua Barcelona is also the 
new lunch specials every weekday from Monday 
till Friday! A $9.95 lunch special; Beef tenderloin 


All days of the week we serve Cold and Hot tapas 
as appetizers or the delicious Iberian Ham Pata 
Negra which we import directly from Andalucia. 
As your main course you could choose our Paella, 
traditionally prepared on the spot by our chef! 
Combine this Spanish dish with our home-made 
sangria to complete your dinner. 

Of course we saved the best for last as no one 
does an ending better than Casa Tua with their 
dreamy Tiramisu. If you’re into something different 
we suggest tasting the Espresso Martini Cocktail as 
dessert, you won’t be disappointed. 

The best part about such a good ending is that it 
guarantees you’ll be back for more... 


“Celebrating Dance” is a huge success 
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Rosario College graduates 39 students 




PALM BEACH - The Grand Caribbean Ballroom at the 
Radisson Aruba Resort Casino & Spa hosted the elementary 
school conclusion of the sixth grade, at Rosario Colegio. 
Headmaster Stella Tromp delivered an inspirational speech, 
wishing her students success in their future academic and 
vocational studies, in middle school. 

A live DJ and dancing contributed to the festivities once the 
official part of the evening followed by delicious dinner, 
wrapped up.Q 




































Endless Vacation 

By Dr. Carlos Viana 


Aruba, with our 
beautiful beaches and perfect 
climate is an endless vacation 
paradise. However, the 
summer is traditionally known 
as “vacation time.” With the 
children home from school, 
people make extensive plans to 
catch up on all the things they 
never seem to have enough time 
to do. They arrange elaborate 
family reunions and fly off to 
more exotic locations. 

Traditionally, we 
vacation for several reasons. 
Though not all countries have 
evolved into the practice of 
vacationing, most do provide 
some time off for newly married 
couples. The “honeymoon,” 
originally month long, was a 
reprieve from daily pressures 
where almost total strangers 
could adjust to living with 
another person. Today the 
“honeymoon” can be an 
extension of the courting 
period where new couples can 
agree on goals of their joint 
lives together. 

A second reason for 
a vacation is the “second 
honeymoon.” Special 

observances of wedding 
anniversaries are usually 
reserved for milestone dates 
like the tenth, twenty-fifth 
and the “golden” fiftieth 
anniversaries. During these 
honeymoon replays, some 
couples have a ceremony where 
wedding vows are repeated. 
This vacation then serves as 
a reaffirmation of the original 
hopes and aspirations for their 
marriage. 

A third reason is a 
school break. School breaks 
were originally provided 
because children were essential 


in agricultural areas. In North 
America, school summer 
vacation is three months long 
because immigrants could not 
exclude their children from the 
farming demands during the 
short growing season. Similarly, 
the spring recess coincides with 
the labor intensive period when 
live stock gave birth and crops 
needed to be sowed and the 
fall break coincides with the 
traditional harvest period. 

A forth reason for a 
rest is health related. Without 
question, the greatest health 
benefit is where a vacation 
helps in your stress reduction 
program. My father, who lived 
ninety six robust years, told me 
several times, a heart attack 
is natures way of telling you 
to slow down. Someone with 
ailing health has few prospects. 
Sickness carries a message that 
only the wisest heed. 

A fifth motivation for 
a vacation is a respite from 
our profession or occupation. 
This break could be the most 
important. We labor frantically 
to make ourselves more 
comfortable and end up with the 
byproduct of modern society, 
stress. Continuing stress causes 
a whole host of health problems. 
A recent survey reported forty 
percent of North Americans are 
suffering from chronic stress. 
Stress is what pushes some 

people decide to finally take a 
vacation. Early signs of stress 

are Mother Nature’s way of 
telling us something is wrong 
and needs our attention. 

A break from work 
could be vital to our well 

being. Unfortunately this 

critical period is also he least 
respected. Weekly, we observe 


tourists trying to accomplish 
the most possible during their 
vacation. Enjoying all that 
the Island has to offer, they 
are partying, gambling, and 
frantically pursuing their 
hobbies. Their motto is “work 
hard, play hard.” 

Although the exercise 
we do on vacation can be a 
good stress reducer, moderate 
exercise needs to be done on 
a regular basis to contribute to 
overall health. Not working 
out the rest of the year and then 
overdoing it on vacation causes 
more stress. Many people need 
to return home to their “normal” 
lives to recuperate from their 
vacation. These people may 
have had a temporary break 
from their work and problems, 
but they certainly have not 
benefited physiologically from 
their vacation. 

It has been estimated 
that managers spend at least 25 
percent of their time resolving 
workplace conflicts - causing 
lowered office performance. 
Some companies are resorting 
to making their employees to 
take vacation days or “time 
out” in order to improve their 
profit margin. In our clinic 
we see many of our patients 
take a mini vacation or “time 
out” when they come in for an 
acupuncture session. 

Acupuncture, an 
ancient Chinese therapy that 
is becoming more widespread 
in the West uses various 
procedures, such as heat 
and pressure but mainly fine 
needles, to stimulate points 
on the body to relieve pain by 
rebalancing the flow of energy. 
The world health organization 
has listed many conditions 
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treated safely and effectively 
by acupuncture including, 
allergies, hypertension, injuries, 
chronic pain, depression and 
fatigue. 

Many of these are 
interrelated with stress. While 
many of our patients come in 
for their twenty minute session 
to relieve pain; our policy of 
turning cell phones off or on 
silent allows our clients to 
more fully relax. After their 
sessions many realize that the 
treatment has gone beyond 
pain reduction and they feel a 
balance and harmony in their 
body, mind and spirit. 

My father once told 
me that he had never heard 
anyone state in their closing 
years that they wished that 
they had worked harder. In our 
pursuit to make ourselves more 
comfortable, our daily affairs 
have a way of obscuring more 
important issues. Issues we 
ignore until we are forced to 
retire or Mother Nature gives 
us her message in sickness. 

Get the point, 
a diversion from daily 
responsibilities can rejuvenate 
our lives. Either this weekend 
at home, or this summer spent 
in an exotic place like Aruba, 
take time to reflect on health. 
Schedule a spa treatment 
between water sports and 
rounds of golf. Have some 
tropical fruit on the breakfast 
buffet instead of coffee and 
toast, put away the laptop and 
enjoy the view. Come in for 
an acupuncture “time out.” If 
you’re ready for a complete 
make-over, whether you’re 
visiting or live in the land of 
endless vacationers, at our 
natural healing center, we do 



full health evaluations, based 
on science, but with a stress 
free, barefoot, Island flavor. 
Call us for a mini or maxi 
vacation that can have effects 
that last long after the break. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doctor 
(O.M.D.) having studied in 
Shanghai, China; a Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
a fellow member of the 
Board Certified Association 
of Addiction Professionals 
(C.Ad.), the Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee of 
the International Academy of 
Oral Medicine and Toxicology 
(IAOMT), a Rejuvenating Cell 
Therapist and specializes in 
Anti-Aging Medicine, has a 
weekly radio (The Barefoot 
Doctor) & TV show (“Salud, 
Vitalidas y Dinamiso” presenta 
pa Dr. Viana tur Diaranson 
na ATV 15 durante Noticia 
Awenochi) writes and lectures 
extensively. For information: 
VIANANATURALHEALING 
CENTER NV, Kibaima 7, 
Aruba, (Monday’s: Noord, 
Bubali 11M) TEL: 585-1270 
FAX: 585-4789, Web Sight: 
www.vianaheal.com 
101 Great Ways to Improve 

YOUR HEALTH , 101 Expert 
tips to Great Health, Including 
a chapter by Carlos M. Viana, 
Aruba’s Barefoot Doctor. 
Available in ArubaQ 
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Looking for RELIEF? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, Menopause, 
Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction (Alcohol, street 
& legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL)-AGE Management 


In Bookstores & Gift shops 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

Mon. at Rejuvenate Medi-Spa 

(Bubali 5 min. from the hotels) 

www.vianaheal.com 

viananatural@hotmail.com 


Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 



HEALING CENTER 
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Great ways 
to IMPROVE 

I Your 
Health 
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David RJKUNWDR.IOSEPHC.LEA 


Co-authored by Aruba’s 
Carlos Viana, o.m.d., c.n.n. 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
PLAYA LINDA BEACH RESORT 


WK 26 

STD 

WK 26 

STD 

WK 26 

1BDRM 

WK 27 

STD 

WK 28 

STD 

WK 30 

STD 

WK 31 

STD 

WK 32 

STD 

WK 32 

STD 

WK 33 

1BDRM 

WK 33 

STD 

WK 34 

STD 

WK 34 

STD 

WK 34 

1BDRM 

WK 35 

1BDRM 


$5,200 

3RD FL P/O 

$5,000. 

4TH FL P/O/ 

$7,000. 

2ND FL POOL 

$5,000. 

6TH FL OCEAN 

$4,000. 

1ST FLG 

$4,000. 

2ND FL POOL 

$5,300. 

3RD FL OCEAN 

$5,000. 

1ST FLPOOL 

$5,000. 

5TH FL P/O 

$8,500 

3NDFL POOL 

$5,000. 

1FL FLP 

$5,000. 

2ND FLG 

$5,000. 

3RD FL/O 

$7,200. 

6TH FLO 

$8,000. 

3RD FL P/O 


FOR MORE INFO,PLEASE CALL 741-4243, FAX US # 425-660-2309 
or email david@playalindasales.com 



RESALES 


1BR 

2Br 

2BR 

2Br 

Studio 

1 BR 2Bath 

3Br 

2Br 

Jr.siute 
1BR Deluxe 

2 BR 
2BR 

1 Br 
2Br 

1BR 
1BR 
1BR 
1 Br 

1 Br 

1 Br 
1BR 
1BR 
Studio 

1BR 
1 Br 
1 Br 

1 Br 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Ocean view Gold 

Ocean View Gold 

Marriott Surf Club 

Ocean Side Gold 

Ocean View Gold 

ub I • • th Club 

Week 25/26 Room 114 Ocean View 

Week 25 Room 263 Ocean Front 

Occidental Resort 

Week 18/50 Ocean Front 

Week 18/50 Ocean Front 

Week 18/50 Ocean View 

Week 18/50 Ocean View 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 


$13,000 

$17,000 

$17,000 

$ 12,000 

$6,000 each. 
$ 12,000 

$30,000 

$ 20,000 

$ 8,000 

$9,000 


Room 2015 Pool/ocean view$30K both. 
Room 2021 Pool/Ocean View $10,000 
Riu Palace 
Room 346 Ocean View 
Room 350 Ocean Front 
Renaissance Suites 

Room 2535 Pool/ocean view 
Room 2513 Pool/Ocean view 
Room 2136 Harbour View 
Room 2531 Pool/Ocean View 


10.000 

12.000 



Week 22/23 
Week 25 

Week 26 
Week 28 


Week 24 
Week 25 
Week 25 
Week 24 

La Cabana Beach and Raquet Club 

Week 19 Room 431 Ocean View $3,000 

Must Go Make an offer. 

Week 25 Room 340A Pool/Ocean View 

Week 25 Room 342A Pool/Ocean View 

Week 26 Room 342A Pool/Ocean View 

Week 26 Room 342B Pool/Ocean View 

Divi Phoenix 

Week 26 Room 802 Ocean View $7,000 

Week 25 Room 205 Pool/Ocean View $4,000 

Week 26 Room 205 Pool/ocean $6,000 

Divi Village 

floating week 18 /50 Pool view $7,000 

Amsterdam Manor 

2 Br week 1 true 52 the whole year round. Room 211 Pool Ocean 
view with good rental potential true Resort $650,000 


Many moire weeks for si 
call:(297)-562-071 2 



iohnnypaesch@yahoo.com 



Americans getting fatter, 
especially in the South 


CHICAGO (Reuters) - 
Obesity rates climbed again 
last year with 28 U.S. states 
reporting adults are fatter now 
than a year ago, two advocacy 
groups said on Tuesday. 
Obesity rates fell only in the 
District of Columbia, and the 
groups warned that dealing 
with the epidemic should 
be a vital part of reforming 
healthcare. 

“Obesity is one of the biggest 
public health challenges the 
country has ever faced, and 
troubling disparities exist 
based on race, ethnicity, 
region, and income,” said 
Jeffrey Levi, director of Trust 
for America’s Health, which 
sponsored the report along 
with the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. 

Levi said the United States has 
taken “bold steps” to address 
obesity but the response has 
yet to translate into thinner 
waistlines, particularly in 
Southern states. 

The annual ranking of U.S. 
states found 10 out of the 11 
states with the highest rates of 
obesity were in the South with 
Mississippi number one for 
the sixth year in a row with 
33.8 falling into the category. 
Over 25 percent of adults in 
38 states are obese. Race and 
poverty continue to play a 
role. 

Rates for blacks and Latinos 
were higher than for whites 



A man walks past the New York Stock Exchange after trading 
hours in New York August 17, 2009. 


in at least 40 states and the 
District of Columbia. Some 
35 percent of adults earning 
less than $15,000 per year 
were obese against 24 percent 
of adults earning $50,000 or 
more per year. 

The report also includes a 
new poll on childhood obesity 
conducted by Greenberg 
Quinlan Rosner Research and 
American Viewpoint. It found 
that 80 percent of Americans 
recognize that childhood 
obesity is a significant and 
growing national challenge, 
and 50 percent think childhood 
obesity is so important that 
money should be spent now to 
address it. 

The survey also found that 
84 percent of parents believe 
their children are at a healthy 
weight. Research shows nearly 
a third of children and teens - 


REUTERS/Lucas Jackson 
- more than 12 million — are 
obese or overweight. 

The groups did see some 
signs of progress, including 
provisions in the new health 
reform law for disease 
prevention and wellness, a 
White House Task Force on 
child obesity outlining steps 
federal agencies can take, and 
the “Let’s Move” initiative 
launched by First Lady 
Michelle Obama that aims to 
solve childhood obesity within 
a generation. 

Being overweight or obese 
raises the risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, some cancers, 
arthritis and other conditions. 
Obese children are more likely 
to be saddled with risk factors 
associated with heart disease 
and type 2 diabetes. They also 
are much more likely to be 
obese as adults. □ 
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Titneshare 
Resales us, a. inc. 

I^ GaaAC 

MARIOTT OCEAN CLUB 

Platinum 

1BD $16K OV 
2BD $23k OV 
2 BD $38K OF 

Gold 

1BD $9.7 K 
2BDS15K 

MARIOTT SURF CLUB 

Platinum 

2 BD $19 K GV 
2 BD $22 K OV 
2 BD $24.5 K OS 

2 BD $39 K OF 

3 BD $36 K OF 
Presidents Week 7 

Oceanside $30K 
Gold 

2 BD $12K GV 
2BD $14K OV 
2 BD $16 K OV 
2BD $22 K OF 

ARUBA RESORT AND 

CASINO 

IBDWks 51,52,53 
Sale $10,000 
Rent $1,200 
IBDWks 1 thru 12 
Ground Floor 
Sale $8,000, Rent $900 
1 BD WKS 
9,10,11,12,13,14,15 
Sale $8000, Rent $900 

1 BD WKS 16 thru 50 
Sale $4500, Rent $700 
ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

STUDIO WK 50 
Sale $4,000 

CASA DEL MAR 

36, Ambassador 
Sale $5,000 Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Studio wk 8 1BD WK 9 

LA QUINTA BEACH 

RESORT 

1 BD Wk 37, 
$3,000 Rent $600 
1 BD Wk 47, 
$3,500 Rent $600 

PARADISE BEACH 

VILLAS 

2 BD Wk 1, $12,000 
2 BD Wk2, $13,000 
2 BD Wk4, $14,000 

1 BD G Wk 10, $6,500 

1 BD Pool Wk 17, $6,500 
Studio Wk 24 $1,860 

1 BD G Wk 19,3,150 
1BD Pool Wk 20,$4,200 

2 BD PI O Wk 23 $7,500 
2BD P/O Wk 32 $7,200 
2 Bed P/O Wk 38 $6,600 

One Bed P/O Wk 42 
$4,500 

OCCIDENTAL 

1 BD Supreme Float 
Wks 2-17 $16k OF 

Contact our Aruba 
Representative 



Dockter na Warda 
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ARUBA VACATION PARK 
Safest and exclusive 
Vacation park 
With automatic barrier 

own swimming pool 

FOR RENT 

By week, month or year 
fully furnished, wifi internet 

Apartments 

VILLAS 

Starting at US $ 703 p/week 

Now you can BUY 

your own VILLA or 
Condominium on Aruba 

Designs are ready 
So please contact us for more 
Information 

tel. 585 0550 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 


By week, month or year. 
Fully furnished, 
unfurnished 
Houses, 

Condo's studios. 
Please contact us at: 
586-4290 or e-mail: 
info@arubavillarentals.co 


FOR SALE 


188372 

Time Share 
Divi Village Wk 26 
Studio Rm 3514 
6/26 to 7/3 
$3200 or rent for 610 
E-mail : rmwjm@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 


FOR RENT 


House for rent in 188241 
Bakval 

(close to Marriott Hotel) 

4 bed room/5 bath rooms, 
unfurnished but with the 
Major appliances, 
big garage. 

US$2000 per month, excl 
Utilities. With deposit 
Call: 594-6658 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 


Divi Village 1885 

Time Share wk 26 
start 6/27 Studio Rm 3514 
$3100 

and floating wk 11 to 50 
$3500 also 
Dutch Village 
floating wk Studio 
$3500 

Phone 583-5000 Rm 3514 or 
US 508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 


Global 


Don’t buy timeshare 

use timeshare 

in 

ARUBA 

or 

90 other world wide locations 

For only $159 per week 

in 1 and 2 bedrooms 
1 to 6 weeks packages from 
$2995 

Maintenance $389 total 
37 year old Vacation Club 
with A+ Better Business rating 

Call to find out how! 

564-0683 


Are you looking to steal that Dream Home or 
Investment? 

REAL ESTATE LIQUIDATION: 

Investor needs to raise quick cash! 

Now this is your chance! Prices are dropped to 

unheard of levels. You have the chance to buy 
properties in great locations at give away prices! Don't 
miss your chance to buy prime properties below their 
value! Our prices have been dropped to the absolute 
bottom-line , no further negotiation possible. 

Information by appointment only: 

Phone: 5944006 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

for sale: great deal 

\ is now offering properties 

s & fabulous prices! 

* 


Close to town: modern 5 family 
APT building, all 2 large BDR /2 
BTR. Good condition and lots of 
income! Reduced price! 

Bakval: Marriott and beach. 

3BDR with lots of possibilities 
for expansion or apartments. 
Only $ 345.000! 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-4290. www.ArubaVillaRentals.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, guaranteed financing, and iease- 
to-own properties. 
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ORANJESTAD 


Dr. R. Angela 
Dr. Linden v/d 


Botica na warda 


Oranjestad: 

' II' ■ 11 II 



No. di Polis 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergencia 



911 


OlES*< 


Polis 

100 

Brandweer 

115 

Brandweer II 

582-1108 

Tipline di Polis 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Warda Polis 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Warda Polis 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Elmar 

583-3000 

Informacion 

118 

Kadaster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 


Cruise 



30 Serenade of the Seas 


Funeraria's 


AD Patres 
Del Pueblo 
Mementomori 
Zepp Wever 


584-2299 

582- 5622 

583- 3358 
582-1612 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (fada) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Fundacion Diabetico 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Fundacion Hende Muher 
den dificultad 
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Exotic red light district bar-hopping tours with executive transportation 
A personal projection, day tours, as well as night tours available 


eal pleasure taking a full service exotic 

mmended in Aruba 


ONLY WE PROVIDE 

o The Best petite “Look and feel” Girls in Aruba 

o Exotic massage fantasy for couples 

o Men & Women of your choice direct to you in 15 min. 

o A special 2 for 1 massage 

In call from 9 am till 12 pm out call 24/7 


For more info call: 


567-7676 


OR VISIT US AT OUR OFFICE AT Wl LH ELM IN ASTR EET 3, DDWN TOWN 


Dona Clara Building, Local 3. We’re also at the High rise, or visit us at www.c-jamproductions.com 




FROM 9PM 
TO 5AM 


Tap Yum 

a l- 


• Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yam Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


a Safe Tours to the Red 


District with private guide: 
A 3 Hours tour includes a 
FREE Bottle of Wine 


l 4 # nuuid oudiyiit ocivibG 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME i 


WE SERVICE MEN, 
WOMEN & COUPLES 


Yum • Yap Yum 


HTvl 


Hours Service 


MASSAGE SERVICE 


Experience one Happy Island the way you’ll never forget 
• Beautiful girls • Serving man • Women • Couple 
• Private Tour • Bachelors Party 


Rapid Deliver 


In and out call 


-7 


The Largest Varaiety on the Island 


Delivery in 15 minute 


^Ccel the pflssioni 

^Cor those who want to experience massage fantasy 

• Service 24 hours 

• Special massage 

• Out call & incall service 

• Beautiful girls 

• Serving Man, Woman, Couples 

Looking for companionship while in Aruba 

« 561-5515 
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Avenida 


MING FOR A PLACE TO REU 

Ct, 


The beststriptease in downtc 

' y/tVERESERVEDTHE RIGHT OF ADMISION 

I \must be over 2i Years old 
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Pat Buchanan 

President Obama is being 
hailed for toughness in his 
firing of Gen. McChrystal and 
brilliance in his replacing him 
as Afghan field commander 
with Gen. David Petraeus, 
who managed the George 
W. Bush “surge” in Iraq that 
saved this nation from an 
ignominious defeat. 

Herewith, a dissent. 

By firing a fighting general, 
beloved of his troops, Obama 
just took upon himself 
full responsibility for the 
McChrystal Plan. The general 
is off the hook. 

As of now, the plan is not 


Obama Owes Bush an Apology 


Mona Charen 

Had it not been for opposing war, President 
Obama might never have catapulted to the 
White House. 

It was taken for granted in the run-up to the 
presidential campaign of 2008 that candidate 
Obama had principled objections to the war in 
Iraq. He was the left’s champion against Sen. 
Hillary Clinton, who had, along with 29 of the 
then 50 Democratic senators, voted in favor of 
the Iraq War resolution. That vote was to dog 
her throughout the Democratic primaries. 
Though Obama was only a state legislator in 
2002, he gave a highly partisan anti-war speech 
that improved his standing with the left wing 
of the Democratic Party. “What I am opposed 
to,” he declaimed, “is the attempt by political 
hacks like Karl Rove to distract us from a rise 
in the uninsured, a rise in the poverty rate, a 
drop in the median income, to distract us from 
corporate scandals and a stock market that has 
just gone through the worst month since the 
Great Depression.” When the war began to go 
badly in 2006 and 2007, Obama was hailed as 
prescient. 

After winning the nomination, Obama reiterated 
his opposition to the war in Iraq, which he 
claimed had been poorly led, unnecessary, 
badly motivated, and doomed to failure. 

In a March 2007 Senate floor speech, Sen. 
Obama recited the leftist litany about Iraq. 
It was folly, he argued, to “go it alone” — 
overlooking the fact that 27 nations participated 
in the coalition to remove Saddam Hussein. 
Obama repeated the common liberal trope of 
the time that only a political settlement would 
end the violence. “There is no military solution 
to this war,” he pronounced. 

When President Bush announced the troop surge 
in January 2007, Obama opposed it, saying, “I 
am not persuaded that 20,000 additional troops 
in Iraq are going to solve the sectarian violence 
there. In fact, I think it will do the reverse.” 
Even a year later, when evidence mounted 
that the surge was working, Obama continued 
to push for retreat (“phased redeployment”) 
because “I don’t think the president’s strategy 


is going to work.” 

Only in mid-July of 2008 did the Obama 
campaign scrub criticism of the surge from its 
website. 

By turning to the architect of the Iraq surge, Gen. 

David Petraeus, to save the war in Afghanistan, 

President Obama is acknowledging, if only 

implicitly, that he was quite wrong about the 

Iraq surge and that Bush was right. 

But what remains of the rest of his critique 

about Bush’s war in Iraq? 

What distinguishes Obama’s hopes for 

Afghanistan from Bush’s much-despised 

aspirations for Iraq? At his press conference 

following the G-20 summit, Obama sounded 

like a neoconservative. “... I reject the notion 

that the Afghan people don’t want some of the 

basic things that everybody wants — basic 

rule of law, a voice in governance, economic 

opportunity, basic physical security, electricity, 

roads, an ability to get a harvest to market and 

get a fair price for it without having to pay too 

many bribes in between. And I think we can 

make a difference, and the coalition can make 

a difference, in them meeting those aspirations 
•>’> 

The “Come home, America” president is in 
full nation-building mode now. In that 2007 
speech, he had predicted that only the removal 
of American troops would permit Iraq to thrive: 
“... it must begin soon. Letting the Iraqis know 
that we will not be there forever is our last, best 
hope to pressure the Iraqis to take ownership of 
their country and bring an end to their conflict. 
It is time for our troops to start coming home.” 
No more. Whereas candidate Obama was 
contemptuous of Bush’s “open-ended” 
commitment in Iraq, President Obama is now 
walking back his promise to leave Afghanistan 
by July 2011. “There has been a lot of obsession 
around this whole issue of when do we leave,” 
he said. “My focus right now is how to we make 
sure that what we’re doing there is successful, 
given the incredible sacrifices that our young 
men and women are putting in.” The July 2011 
departure date is inoperative — like the promise 
to close Guantanamo by January 2010. □ 


succeeding. And given the 
inability of Kabul to deliver 
the “government in a box” 
to Marja, after Marines 
supposedly de-Talibanized 
the town, the McChrystal 
Plan is failing. The Battle of 
Kandahar has not yet begun, 
though the June D-Day has 
come and gone. 

Should we be in this same 
bloody stalemate in December, 
Obama will be blamed 
for having fired his field 
commander who devised his 
battle plan, and was carrying 
it out, over some stupid insults 
from staff officers to some 
counterculture magazine. 

More critically, Obama just 
made himself hostage to a 
savvy general who is said 
to dream of one day holding 
Obama’s office. 

Consider the box Obama just 
put himself in. 

In 2009, he sacked Gen. 
David McKieman and 
replaced him with his own 
man, Gen. McChrystal. Now, 
he has sacked McChrystal and 
replaced him with Petraeus. 
The former community 
organizer and acolyte of Saul 
Alinsky cannot now possibly 
fire the most popular and 
successful general in the 
U.S. Army, who accepted a 
demotion to take command 
of U.S. and NATO forces 
in Afghanistan, without a 
firestorm that would consume 
his presidency. 

If Obama has not noticed, the 
neocons, who want a “long 
war” in the Islamic world 
and a new war with Iran, 
are celebrating the Petraeus 
appointment with far greater 
unanimity than Obama’s own 
staff. 

Why is the War Party 
celebrating? Petraeus is one 
of them. And the untouchable 
general’s demands have begun 
to come in. 

Clearly, Obama has been 
told he must back away from 
his declared deadline of 
July 31, 2011, for beginning 
withdrawals of U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan. And Obama 
is already moving to do so. 
Vice President Joe Biden’s 
statement in Jonathan Alter’s 
“The Promise” that, “in July 
of 2011, you’re going to see 
a whole lot of people moving 
out, bet on it,” has already 


been challenged by Defense’s 
Robert Gates. 

No such decision has yet been 
made, said Gates. 

Look to Obama, soon, to walk 
back that July 2011 date and 
declare that any withdrawal 
of U.S. troops will be 
“conditions-based” — another 
way of saying that if we are not 
winning the war in July 2011, 
we are not coming home. 

Here is the likely scenario. 

At the December review of 
the Afghan war, Petraeus will 
argue that, while progress 
is being made, we cannot 
meet our goals by July 2011. 
Years more of combat will be 
required to win the war. 
Petraeus will ask the president 
for more time, perhaps years 
more, and perhaps ask for 
more troops, 20,000 or 30,000, 
to complete the mission and 
ensure Afghanistan is not again 
a sanctuary for al-Qaida. 

Thus, in December 2010, 
Obama becomes LBJ in 
December 1967, when Gen. 
William Westmoreland, with 
500,000 troops in Vietnam, 
came to the White House to 
ask for 200,000 more. LBJ 
said no. 

And as the Republican 
right hammered him for 
not bombing Hanoi and 
blockading Haiphong, Sens. 
Eugene McCarthy and Robert 
Kennedy entered the primaries 
against him from the left. 
Richard Nixon, saying 
five years of unsuccessful 
prosecution of a war called 
out for new leadership, was 
marching to the nomination of 
a party he had helped reunite 
after the Barry Goldwater 
disaster. 

The outlook bleak, his party 
splintering, LBJ declared on 
March 31,1968, that he would 
not run again. 

If Obama repudiates his July 
2011 date for first withdrawals 
of U.S. troops, if he agrees 
to any new Petraeus troop 
request, his party will split 
and he will face a primary 
challenge from the antiwar 
left. 

But if he stands with Biden and 
says the July 2011 date holds, 
and the troops start home in 
July, Petraeus would likely 
put out word that his hands are 
being tied and he will not fight 
a no-win war. □ 
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Ecuador romperla lazos Colombia si confirma espionaje 


QUITO (Reuters) - El 
presidente de Ecuador, Rafael 
Correa, advirtio el martes que 
de comprobarse un presunto 
espionaje a su Gobiemo 
por parte de la agencia de 
inteligencia colombiana DAS 
volveria a romper relaciones 
diplomaticas con su vecino, 
justo cuando estan en proceso 
de restablecimiento. 

Un medio local revelo el 
lunes un supuesto plan de 
espionaje telefonico por 
parte del Departamento 
Administrativoy de Seguridad 
(DAS) de Colombia a altos 
funcionarios ecuatorianos, 
incluido el presidente, 
por lo que Quito inicio 
investigaciones. 

“No solo que seria un 
obstaculo para reanudar las 
relaciones bilaterales. 
Tendriamos que volver 
a romper relaciones 
diplomaticas. Esto es 
extremadamente grave”, dijo 
Correa a periodistas. 

“Quiero, sinceramente, 
desde lo mas profundo de 


de una incursion del Ejercito 
colombiano a un campamento 
guerrillero en territorio 
ecuatoriano donde murio el 
lider de las Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia 
(FARC) Raul Reyes. 

De acuerdo a una fuente 
citada por El Universo, la 
Central de Inteligencia de 
Colombia habria instalado en 
Quito una plataforma movil 
para intervenir telefonos fijos 
y celulares del alto Gobierno 
con el objetivo de acceder a 
dialogos que se analizaban en 
Bogota. 

Esta version file negada el 
mismo lunes por el DAS de 
Colombia, que argumento que 
la informacion falsa busca 
dificultar la normalizacion de 
las relaciones binacionales. 
Bogota y Quito trabajan en 
el restablecimiento de sus 
relaciones diplomaticas luego 
de que Correa las rompio en 
el 2008 debido a la incursion 
militar colombiana en la zona 
selvatica de Ecuador. □ 


Foto de archivo del presidente de Ecuador, Rafael Correa (izquierda en la imagen), junto a su par 
colombiano, Alvaro Uribe, durante la ceremonia de asuncion al cargo del mandatario chileno Sebastian 
Pinera en el Congreso en el puerto de Valparaiso, a unos 121 kilometros al noroeste de Santiago. 
REUTERS/Marcos Fredes 

mi corazon, que todo sea Segun una investigacion operacion llamada “Salomon” 
absolutamente falso”, agrego realizada por diario El fue llevada a cabo por el DAS 
el mandatario. Universo, de Ecuador, la en Quito en el 2008, despues 
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Served with fresh vegetables, corn on the cob and your choice of French fries, rice, 

baked potato or pan fried potatoes. 

Prepared on our authentic Argentina Parilla Grill by our award winning chef! 


In short a complete exclusive Tango Restaurant experience for only $ 49.50 per two persons! 

We warmly welcome you to Tango Restaurant located at Arawak Gardens! 

For reservations please call 586 8600 or send an email to tango@arubawineanddine.com. 

Prices are excluding 15% service charge and tax 

Located at Arawak Garden, High Rise Hotels 
J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 370 Noord, Aruba 
*Phone (297) 586 8600 * Fax (297) 586 8644 
tango@arubawineanddine.com * www.tangoaruba.com 

Become a fan of Tango and visit us on Facebook! wX.ambaJineanddine.com 
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